will honour ams contracts 


PRAGUE (R) —President Vaclav Havei said on Sunday Czechoslov akia 
would fulfil any arms export contracts already ngned or approved but he 
hoped no more would be coodnded in future. "If we nave signed a 
frtoaact for the shipment of a certain number of tanks to Syria, then thk k 
a contract that has been signed properly and we shall honour it," he said in 
his regular radio broadcast. "Nonetheless I hope that this is the last 
contract of this kind." He was referring to the export of 250 Soviet- 
designed T-72 tanks to Syria authorised by the foreign trade ministry last 
year 'despite strong protests from the United States and Israel. The issue 
of die arms exports was Sirred up this week after a shipment of 16 
Czechoslovak-made tanks was ' intercepted by the German navy on a 
German freighter heading to the Middle East in the Mediterranean on 
Thursday. Syria protested to Bonn over the seizure and Czechoslovak 
officials denied any wrongdoing. 
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Deputies propose fornzag unemployment committee 


AMMAN (Petra) — The lower House of Parliament Sunday discussed 
proposal by 11 deputies for the creation or a parliamentary committee to 
deal with the problem of unemployment in the Kingdom. The House, 
meeting under the chairmanship of its Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat and 
in the presence of Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister 
Thouqan Hindawi. Deputy Prime Minister and Transport Minister Alt 
Suheimat and a number of ministers, derided to delay discussion of the 
matter to another session. The House asked the proponents of the 
proposal to prepare a working paper explaining the duties and objectives 
of the committee, The House also approved a loan agreement between 
Jordan and France as well as several of the House's financial committees* 
decisions. 
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/ Palestinian 

delegates leave for 
'-home 

AMMAN (R) — Tbe Palestinian 
delegation to multflatera] Arab- 
■ Israeli talks in Moscow left Am- 
man for tht-fr homes in the 
Israeli-occupied territories on 
Sunday. Tbe delegation did not 
]fi a take part in tbe talks on Tuesday 
„ ' and Wednesday because tbe U.S. 
ami Russian sponsors, acceding 
to Israeli demands, refused to let 
r in delegates from east Jerusalem 
y. or from outside tbe West Bank 
.* and Gaza Strip. PLO sources said 
on Sunday the Palestinians would 
soon submit to the United States 
tbe names of the delegates they 
want to send to the five multi- 
. ■ lateral working groups due to 
meet in late April and early May. 

- Avalanche death toll 
; in Turkey rises to 135 

ANKARA (R) — Rescuers on 
Sunday found 26 bodies in a 
village engulfed by an avalanche 
in southeast Turkey raising tbe 

- overall death toll to 135, officials 
said. Siraak depbty governor 
Nurettin Gnven told reporters 
about 180 civilians were still mis- 

|» sing in the village of Gormec, 

- swallowed by a snowstide early 
on Saturday (see earlier story on 
page 2) 

Tanks leave Polish 
port for Syria’ 

WARSAW (R) — Twelve 

- Czechoslovak-made T-72 tanks 
have left Poland's Baltic port of 
Szczecin bound for Syria, PAP 
news agency said on Sunday. 
Besides the tanks, designed in die 
former Soviet Union and pro- 
duced in Czechoslovakia under 
licence, tonnes of ammunition 
and spare parts were aboard die 
Danish-registered vessel Nadia'J, 
PAP said. 

Drunken Yugoslav 
soldier kills 6 people 

' BELGRADE (R) — A Yugoslav 
army reservist went on a drunken 
rampage on Sunday, killing six 
people including bis girlfriend’s 
mother, father and brother be- 
' fore he was arrested, Tanjug 
news agency reported. The agen- 
. cy quoted police as saying Drago 
Mi tick:, from the village of Mod- 
ran in the republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegcrvina, shot three fellow 
soldiers as they slept in a con- 
verted nursery school used as a 
barracks in nearby Bijeljina. 

. Other soldiers sleeping in the 
same room escaped by jumping 
out of a window. 

IRA launches triple 
bomb attack 

BELFAST (R) — The rRA laun- 
' ched a triple bomb attack on 

- Belfast hotels on Saturday night, 
prompting one leading nationalist 
to accuse tbe guerrilla group of 
pursuing a "scorched earth poli- 
cy” in Northern Ireland. The 

.£ Irish Republican Army, battling 
to oust Britain from Nortbernlre- 
land, has firebombed over 300 
: sotres in tbe past year and devas- 
tated several town centres in tbe 
province with car bombs. Step- 
ping up what it calls its/ 4 econo- 
mic warfare” against Britain, the 
IRA attacked the three Belfast 
. hotels with bombs either left in 
bags by masked men or hidden in 
cars outside, police said. The 
hotels were evacuated in time and 
no one was hurt, but damage was 
extensive. Alban Maginess of tbe 
moderate Nationalist Social 
> Democratic and Labour Party 
said of the attack: "This is part of 
a systematic campaign by the 
IRA of a scorched earth policy. It 
« a wholesale strategy aimed at 

■ creating as much destruction and 
eronomte deprivation as posst- 

Blasf ki!!s14in 
Bangladesh 

CHITTAGONG. Bangladesh 
' (AP) — A powerful bomb ex- 
plotted Sunday in a motorboat in 
as insurgency-torn area of Bang- 
ladesh, kitting 14 of the 30 pas- 
sengers, the army said. Buddhist 
insurgents apparently planted the 
bomb, which also injured 12 peo- 

■ pie. said an army official m this 
southeastern city. It was the 

- worst terrorist action fhk year by 
dm insurgents, who are fighting 

•. for autonomy in the resource-rich 
• hill tracts region, said the official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 


Israeli army told to shoot 
armed Palestinians on sight 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
army, in a campaign to prevent 
Palestinian gun attacks on Jewish 
settlers in the occupied territories, 
has told Israeli troops to shoot 
armed Palestinians on sight, 
military sources said on Sunday. 

“If a soldier sees an armed 
terrorist, the instructions are to 
shoot him in order to stop trim,” 
one source said. “The soldier is to 
make every effort to protect his 
own life.” 

Four Israelis, three of them 
settlers, have been shot dead in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip since late October. 

The new order supersedes an 
“arrest of suspects” order that 
required troops to call armed 
people to halt, fire into the air 
and shoot at suspects’ legs before 
firing at the body. 


The sources said the old order 
was still in effect for unarmed 
Palestinian activists in a four- 
year uprising against Israeli rale 
in the occupied territories. 

Despite the standing orders, 
nearly all the 851 Palestinians 
killed by Israelis in the uprising 
have been activists demonstrat- 
ing, throwing stones or writing 
graffiti on trails. 

The army last month imposed 
curfews and made a' sweep of 
arrests in the occupied territories 
but security sources said they 
failed to capture gunmen wanted 
for shooting tbe Israelis. 

Military sources said last week 
the army had given Jewish set- 
tiers greater policing powers in 
the territories to combat attacks 
by Palestinians. 

After attacks, settlers will be 


called up for reserve duty to set 
np roadblocks, fire flares and 
guard settlements. 

The sources did not rale out a 
more active role in search and 
arrest operations. In the past, 
settlers have been restricted to 
civil guard duty within their en- 
claves. 

About 100,000 Jews live in 
fortified neighbourhoods among 
the 1.75 million Palestinians in 
the occupied territories, which 
Israel captured in the Middle 
East war of 1967. 

The United States on Friday 
expressed concern about human 
rights abases arising from the 
occupation but noted that the 
number of Palestinians killed by 
Israeli security forces bad de- 
clined in 1991. 


Algerian police arrest more 
imams, FIS claims 3 killed 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Secur- 
ity forces have arrested three 
more preachers in Algeria’s 
crackdown on the use of mosques 
for political ends, the national 
gendarmerie said on Sunday. 

Some 30 imams have already 
been detained in the authorities’ 
battle against tbe Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) use of mosques 
to challenge their authority and 
issue instructions to militants in 
pursuit of an Islamic state. 

Hie Algerian news agency 
APS, citing the para-mflitaiy 
force headquarters, said some 
people arrested had “attacked 
qualified imams who for several 
years had preached in tbe mos- 
ques.” 

Local newspapers said FIS 
militants chanting slogans had si- 
lenced the imam in one mosque 
in Ain Defla, southwest of 
Algiers, and for the first time 
Friday prayers had not been per- 
formed there. 

Mohammad Boudiaf, bead of 
Algeria’s five-man presidency, 
sworn in last month, has pledged 
tbe country will become a “state 
of law.” 

APS said that in a joint inter- 
view with tbe agency and televi- 
sion to be broadcast on Monday, 
Mr. Boudiaf repeated die state’s 
determination to reestablish its 
authority and for the law to be 
respected by everyone. 

He stressed, however, the need 
to continue the democratic pro- 
cess and impose no restrictions on 
the action of Algeria's political 
parties. 

Algerian commentators fore- 
cast after the presidency, the high 
council of state, took over that 
the FIS would be banned. 

But foreign diplomats and' 
other observers said on Sunday 
this appeared less certain now. 
The authorities appeared to be 
using a strategy of “legal erosion” 



Sidahmad Ghozafi 
to dismantle the FIS network of 
propaganda and power built up 
through mosques and local au- 
thorities over the past two or 
three years. 

Also Sunday police fired tear- 
gas to disperse a crowd protesting 
the appearance of a Muslim fun- 
damentalist before a court, the 
official APS news agency re- 
ported. 

Three people were arrested 
Saturday for hurling rocks at 
police outside the courthouse at 
Jijel, 300 kilometres east of 
Algiers, the agency said, without 
stating the size of the crowd. 

Inside, an unidentified militant 
member of tbe Islamic Salvation 
Front was charged with interfer- 
ing with police officers and violat- 
ing a new law prohibiting political 
activities from mosques. He was 
ordered held in custody pending 
trial. 

An Islamic Salvation Front 
newspaper reported Sunday that 
three people were killed in 
clashes Wednesday between 
security forces and stone- 
throwing mobs in Bachdjarah, an 
Algiers suburb. 

The Weekly El Moninquid 


identified the dead only as an old 
woman, a young girl and a young 
man. It did not specify the cause 
of their deaths. 

Security forces fired several 
volleys of warning shots to dis- 
perse the crowds at Bachdjarah, 
and admit that a 22-year-old man 
died and eight people were 
wounded by gunfire. 

The Bachdjarah dashes occur- 
red when police tried to arrest 
two fundamentalist imams, wit- 
nesses said. 

They set tbe stage for clashes 
around Algeria during Friday 
prayers that the fundamentalists 
claimed left five people dead. 

State radio, citing sources with 
France’s state-owned Bank Cre- 
dit Lyonnais, reported that re- 
financing of Algeria’s debt has 
been postponed from last Friday 
until Feb. 14. 

Credit Lyonnais beads a seven- 
bank consortium involved in the 
debt refinancing. One of them, 
American Trust Bank, has so far 
refused to join the agreement, 
the radio said. It did not say why. 

Tbe refinancing was expected 
to amount to S1.5 billion over 
a period of eight years, instead of 
two years, the radio said. 

The Salvation Front claims that 
two infants were asphyxiated by 
tear gas among four people Fri- 
day outside a mosque in 
Laghouat, south of Algiers. 

8 soldiers killed in accident 

Eight young soldiers were killed 
and many injured in a road acci- 
dent near the far south Algerian 
town of Tamanrasset last week, 
the Algerian news agency said 
Sunday. It said they were in a 
lorry winch overturned for no 
apparent reason on Thursday 
near the Saharan desert town, 
some 1,970 km south of the capit- 
al. 


HAMDULILLAH 
ASSALAMEH: His 

Majesty King Hussein Sunday 
left A1 Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre (photo) after a successful 
minor surgery in his right leg 
Wednesday. In a statement to 
Radio Jordan, King Hussein 
expressed his appreciation for 
the warm feeling shown by the 
Jordanian people. The King 
said: “I share with them the 
same love” and “I hope that 
their foreheads and banners 
will remain high.” The King 
reiterated his and Jordanians* 
adherence to the principles, 
values, goals and objectives of 
the country. “We will do our 
duty towards the future gen- 
erations,” the King said in a 
cheerful and enthusiastic 
mood (photo by Meldos). 



PLO says Habash trip 
secretly planned; leaked 


TUNIS (R) — A visit to France 
by Palestinian leader George 
Habash was planned in secret but 
leaked to the press in Paris to 
cause a domestic crisis, aides to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
said on Sunday. 

Dr. Habash, head of the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), returned to 
Tonis on Saturday after receiving 
medical treatment in Paris. 

“The operation was conducted 
with the greatest secrecy and we 
had agreed with France to keep it 
secret. The answer to the ques- 
tion of how this accord was 
violated is to be found in Paris,” 
said the source, who did not wish 
to be identified. 

“We were surprised to learn 
that the press were present at Le 
Bourget airport (in Paris) on 
Wednesday when Habash ar- 
rived, and that they were in front 
of the Paris hospital where be was 
taken,” the source said. 

"Who alerted the press in what 
seems to have been in an orga- 
nised fashion? Tbe answer is in 
Paris, not Tunis.” 

In Paris. Antenne-2 television 
network has said it was tipped off 
from sources in Tunis about Dr. 
Habash 's impending arrival and 
bad its cameras rolling when be 
stepped onto the tarmac at Le 
Bourget airport. 

The French media have been 
busing with theories on bow the 
whole fiasco came about. One 
suggestion was that Dr. Habash 
had come to France regularly for 
medical care — die only differ- 
ence being that this time it leaked 
out 

That would explain why minis- 
ters were not necessarily in- 
formed, and why Dr. Habash’s 
wife Helda denied initial reports 
that be had suffered a stroke in 
Tunif. She told Radio France 
International her husband had 
come for a routine check-up. 

But PFLP officials in Damas- 
cus said Dr. Ha bash's visit was his 
first to Paris. 

The growing scandal over 
Habash has caused a major 
embarrassment to France's 
Socialist government. 


Abdul Shafi wants balance 
between Jewish, Arab rights 


By Allyn Fishier 

The Associated Press 

RAMAT GAN, Israel — The 
chief Palestinian peace nego- 
tiator said Sunday he was “not 
against” Jewish immigration as 
long as Israel recognised the 
rights of Arabs who became 
refugees with the creation of 
tbe Jewish state in 1948. 

Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi, a 
Gaza Strip physician who 
heads the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the U.S.-backed peace 
talks, made the comment in a 
rare speech to an Israeli group. 

He said he would raise the 
refugee issue during the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks, which be- 
gan Oct 30 in Madrid, Spam, 
and are in recess after two 
sessions in Washington. 

Palestinians and Arab states 
have repeatedly criticised the 
mass emigration of Soviet Jews 
to Israel, seeing the newcom- 
ers' as intruders on the land 
Palestinians dispute with 
Israel. 


Israeli law encourages the 
“in-gathering” of Jews bat 
does not allow for the return of 
thousands of Palestinians who 
fled or were forced to leave in 
1948. 

Dr. AbdnJ Shafi told a meet- 
ing of the Sodalist Mapaxn 
Party that Palestinians would 
be more accepting of Jewish 
immigration if Israel recipro- 
cated by recognising their 
rights. 

“I wish to say a word about 
the immigration of Russian 
Jews,” Dr. Abdul Shafi said, 
referring to the arrival of some 
350,000 Soviet Jews since 1989. 

“I wish to observe that we 
are not against implementing a 
human rights principle to safe- 
guard freedom of movement 
for anybody,” he said. “Bat if 
implementing such a right 
means encouragement or de- 
nial of other peoples' rights, 
then that makes a mockery of 
human rights.” 

He later told reporters he 
expected Israel to give equal 


consideration to Palestinians 
ousted from their homes in 
1948, either through com- 
pensation or by allowing them 
to return. 

“I am not challenging the 
right of Jews to immigrate... 
but I certainly want, by tbe 
same measure, the rights of the 
Palestinian refugees... to be 
addressed in turn,” Dr. Abdul 
Shafi said. 

According to United Na- 
tions figures, at least 700,000 
Palestinians fled or were driven 
out of Palestine with the crea- 
tion of tbe Jewish state. An 
additional 300,000 left the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
during the 1967 Middle East 
war and have not been allowed 
to return. 

The numbers abroad has 
swelled, and today an esti- 
mated 3.5 million Palestinians 
live outside Palestine. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi spoke to 
1,100 supporters of the leftist 
Mapam Party, which is meet- 
ing to debate a platform and 


choose candidates for Israel's 
national election. 

Tbe elections are expected 
to be scheduled for June 23 in a 
parliament vote later this 
week. They are being moved 
forward from November be- 
cause two ultra-right parties 
withdrew their support from 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir’s ruling coalition over the 
peace talks, eliminating his 
majority in parliament. 

Mapam is a Sodalist party 
whose leaders call for dialogue 
with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and for 
ceding war-won land to the 
Arabs for peace. Israel consid- 
ers the PLO a terrorist group 
and refuses to negotiate with 
it. 

Palestinian fears over the 
land have been further fuelled 
by a massive Israeli building 
campaign designed to move 
more Jewish settlers to the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The territories, home to 1.7 
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million Palestinians, were 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war. There cur- 
rently are 115,000 Jewish set- 
tiers there, and construction 
under way could accommodate 
about 40,000 more. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi urged a halt 
to settlement construction, 
saying it was “an essential pre- 
requisite to the integrity of the 
negotiations.** 

The United States has called 
the settlements an obstacle to 
peace and reportedly has asked 
Israel to freeze construction as 
a condition for granting S10 
billion in loan guarantees to help 
absorb tbe Sonet immigrants. 


Poor human rights 
record in Kuwait — U.S. 


French Prime Minister Edith 
Cresson was in the firing line on 
Sunday. 

With Dr. Habash safely dis- 
patched to Tunis, members of the 
ruling party began hunting out 
the authors of tire government's 
public humiliation. 

“In view of the seriousness of 
this blunder, political sanctions 
are necessary,” said former 
minister Jean Le Gairec after a 
party leadership meeting on 
Saturday. 

Laurent Fabius, a former 
prime minister recently 
appointed to head a party that 
was already trailing badly in opin- 
ion polls, said political decisions 
must be taken. 

“We are in a bind, and we must 
get out of it as quickly as possi- 
ble," he said. 

The resignation of six senior 
government officials has so far 
foiled to convince the French that 
the decision to allow into the 
country a man suspected of mas- 
terminding many of tbe plane 
hijackings of the 1960s and 1970s 
was taken by civil servants with- 
out clearance from their political 
masters. 

With both President Francois 
Mitterrand and Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas visiting Oman at 
the time of the Habash visit, 
attention is focussing on Ms. 
Cresson and Interior Minister 
Philippe Maichand. 

Both were curtly summoned to 
the Elyse Palace on Saturday for 
talks, but there was no immediate 
sign of ministerial changes. 

In Damascus, the PFLP said 
Sunday that the French govern- 
ment should apologise over the 
detention of its leader. 

The PFLP politburo said in a 
statement Dr. Habash’s visit to 
France for medical treatment had 
been “officially arranged” and bis 
detention for questioning had 
hurt Palestinian feelings. 

“The French government can 
only erase this mark of disgrace 
by apologising for its behaviour 
to the French people, who re- 
jected this action, and to the 
Arab and Palestinian peoples.” 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Serious 
human rights problems remained 
in Kuwait after U.S. -led coalition 
forces last year routed the Iraqi 
occupation forces, the State De- 
partment said in its annual global 
report on human rights. 

■Shortly before the department 
issued the country-by-couniry re- 
port, Human Rights Watch, a 
private U.S. monitoring group, 
said in a statement that a test of 
the impartiality of the survey 
would be its “willingness to speak 
frankly and openly about the 
poor human rights record... in 
Kuwait after liberation." 

Kuwait was among countries 
on which Human Rights Watch 
accused President Bush's admi- 
nistration of pursuing a double 
standard on human rights. Others 
included China, Turkey and 
Haiti. 

“The final days of the occupa- 
tion were marked by an acceler- 
ated and systematic terror cam- 
paign” of Iraqi killings, torture 
and arbitrary arrests, along with 
ruthless suppression of basic free- 
doms, the State Department said. 

Revenge action by Kuwaiti 
civilians and security personnel 
who turned on suspected col- 
laborators followed “in the chao- 
tic days after liberation" at the 
end of February, it said. 

“Vigjlame abuse began to de- 
cline" with the return of govern- 
ment authority but torture and 
other human rights violations 
continued both during and after 
martial law ended June 26. the 
report continued. 

The State Department said the 
Kuwaiti government on several 


occasions responded to criticism 
from foreign governments and 
humanitarian organisations by 
improving conditions. 

This brought “a significant re- 
duction in human rights abuses 
(but) serious problems re- 
mained,” it said. It mentioned 
mistreatment of detainees, deten- 
tion of prisoners without charge 
ana lack of due process, and said 
no human rights violator has been 
brought to trial. 

“Nor has the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment moved to reduce restric- 
tions on freedom of assembly and 
speech and on the rigjit of citizens 
to change their government," the 
department said. However, the 
ruling A1 Sabah family 
announced the first assembly 
elections since 1986 for next 
October, it noted. 

Kuwait's constitution prohibits 
torture but vigilantes and security 
personnel beat, burned, electri- 
cally shocked, sexually abused 
and psychologically harassed de- 
tainees in the post-liberation 
period, the State Department 
said. 

It estimated that 45-50 Palesti- 
nians or other expatriates were 
fotally tortured after liberation, 
and by September 50,000 to 
70,000 of about 120,000 Palesti- 
nians living in Kuwait had left the 
country. 

It said the government reserves 
an arbitrary right to expel non- 
citizens and Kuwaiti firms were 
reluctant to continue employing 
anyone associated with Arab 
countries or leaders that backed 
Iraq. 


84 Iraqis seek 
asylum in Spain 


MADRID, Spain (AP) — Span- 
ish authorities are considering 
political asylum requests by 84 
Iraqis who arrived from Jordan in 
an attempt to flee hardships in- 
side their country. 

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Juan Lena confirmed a report in 
leading Spanish daily El Pais that 
the asylum seekers arrived Satur- 
day on a flight from Amman. 

About 20 Iraqis — all males 
over 15 — prepared to spend 
their second night in an arrivals 
lounge at Madrid's Barajas air- 
port, Spanish national radio 
(RNE) said. 

The remaining asylum seekers, 
including about 30 children, were 
staying with family and other 
sponsors in Spam after receiving 
permission from police, RNE 
said. 

“The only thing I know is that 
they're here,” Mr. Lena said. 
“Naturally their case will be stu- 


died and a decision will be 
made." 

Attempts to speak with the 
Iraqis at the airport were unsuc- 
cessful. Police there refused to 
co :i firm or deny that the asylum 
seekers were there and would not 
a ,ow access to the arrivals 
I unge. 

But an unidentified Iraqi living 
in Madrid who went to the airport 
to search for relatives told RNE: 
“the situation in Iraq is unten- 
able. It's just terrible.” 

Iraq's 17 million people are 
growing increasingly restless with 
hardships stemming from interna- 
tional economic sanctions and 
massive destruction of the coun- 
t’s infrastructure during the 
Julf war. 

The road to Amman is Iraq’s 
only co-.iuit to the outside worid 
as the U.N -imposed sanctions 
have severed international air 
links. 


Stormin’ Norman criticises peers 

VENICE, Italy (R) — Gulf war “In the Gulf war there was too 


commander General “Stormin'* 
Norman Schwarzkopf has criti- 
cised U.S. politicians for alleged- 
ly interfering in the war against 
Iraq and branded the Pentagon 
"a nest of arse-lickers," a confer- 
ence spokesman said. 

He said the retired general 
made the remarks during a brief 
visit to Venice, where he addres- 
sed a business conference on 
Saturday on organising supplies 
to the allied forces, who drove 
Iraq's army out of Kuwait nearly 
a year ago. 

In a briefing widely reported by 
Italy’s Sunday newspapers, a con- 
ference spokesman quoted him as 
saying: 


much interference, and very 
Oiien politicians and schemers 
upset the operation.” 

Gen. Schwarzkopf himself 
could not be immediately reached 
to confirm that he has made 
remarks. 

The spokesman said the gener- 
al had told organisers of the 
conference, held behind closed 
doors, that the Pentagon was “a 
nest of waverers, of arse-Iickes." 

The burly genera], known as 
“the bear,” has in the past 
avoided answering questions on 
whether he thought politicians 
had made a mistake in halting the 
Gulf war with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein still in power. 
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Mounting death toll in Turkey’s winter disaster 


DIYARBAKIR, Turkey (AP) — 
At least 107 people, mostly sol- 
diers, were killed Saturday and 
about 260 others remained buried 
under avalanches in Turkey’s 
Kurdish dominated southeastern 
provinces hit by a savage winter, 
media reports said Sunday. 

The state radio said so far the 
bodies of 96 soldiers and 1 1 civi- 
lians had been pulled out from 
crushed outposts or houses as 
blizzards and blocked roads ham- 
pered rescue work. 

Heaviest casualties occurred 
in the Gormec village in Siraak 
province bordering Iraq where an 
avalanche buried all the 35 houses 
and a nearby military police out- 
post. 


Bodies of 71 soldiers were so 
far pulled from the crushed out- 
post white 56 were rescued, local 
officials said. Eighty other sol- 
diers reportedly remained buried. 

Of Gormec’s 258 inhabitants, 
about SO were believed to have 
been in neighbouring villages 
when the disaster struck, but the 
rest were buried under snow. At 
least five bouses were pulverised, 
reports said. 

At least 23 other soldiers died 
early Saturday when another ava- 
lanche smashed an outpost at 
Tunekpinar village in neighbour- 
ing Siirt province. Nine soldiers 
were still dug in while 13 were 
rescued alive. 

Two more soldiers, returning 


from sentry duty were crushed by 
a snowslide at Uludere in Simak 
province. Five people were killed 
'in Alikemer village and three 
each in Dolusakim and Halenze 
villages. 

Blizzards prevented helicopters 
from ferrying supplies and rescue 
personnel while heavy snow, pil- 
ing up to three metres, blocked 
the roads and hundreds of vil- 
lages were cut off in the region 
for the past three days, the semi- 
official Anatolia news agency 
said. 

Two U.S. helicopters sent on 
Saturday by an allied task force 
deployed at the Inririik Air Base 
in southern Turkey had to return 
because of the weather. A C-130 


military transport plane, howev- 
er, was sent to the provincial 
centre of Diyarbakir with medical 
supplies and rescue personnel. 

Turkish Red Crescent Associa- 
tion announced 100 tents and 500 
blankets had been dispatched to 
Gormec as initial relief. 

Premier Suleyman Demirel 
was expected to arrive at the 
disaster area on Sunday, having 
cut short talks with international 
statesmen and business leaders at 
Davos, Switzerland. 

Fresh snowfall was predicted 
for the coming days in the rugged 
area where sub-zero tempera- 
tures prevailed day and night and 
hundreds of villages and several 
provincial centres were cut off. 


Afghan peace hopes brighten despite hardliners 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghanis- 
tan’s peace train is picking up 
momentum following Pakistan’s 
decision to back all-party talks 
and despite howls of rage from 
guerrilla hardliners unlikely to 
derail it. 

After months of edging to- 
wards outright support for a Un- 
ited Nations-brokered settlement 
while continuing to back military 
action by the Afghan Mujahi- 
deen. Pakistan took the plunge 
last week and declared the U.N. 
plan the only way forward. 

Hardliners among the Islamic 
guerrillas based in Pakistan and 
some field commanders re- 
sponded angrily at what they saw 
as an international conspiracy to 
deny them power in Kabul. 

But with most sources of arms 
and money largely dried up and 
their ability to wage war severely 
curtailed, the rejection! sts find 
themselves increasingly isolated. 


“It is another bucket of cold 
water over the Mujahideen,” a 
Western diplomat said on Sun- 
day. “It has weakened the posi- 
tion of the fundamentalists be- 
cause they wiU not be able to 
count on the support of Pakis- 
tan.” 

Pakistan’s State Minister of 
Foreign Affaire Mohammad Sid- 
dique Khan Kanju warned the 
rejectionists last week that no 
group would be allowed to hold 
the peace process hostage. 

He spelled out for the first time 
that Pakistan bad abandoned 
attempts to forge a credible 
alternative to the Kabul govern- 
ment from among the divided 
Mujahideen and would try to 
persuade aO guerrilla groups to 
join U.N. peace talks. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Boutros-Ghali said last week 
he believed the time was ripe to 
promote a comprehensive peace 


settlement to the 13-year-okl war 
and sent his special envoy Benon 
Sevan back to the region to set 
the groundwork. 

He wants all sides to agree on 
150 people from the Mujahideen, 
Kabul and neutral Afghans living 
mostly in Europe and North 
America who could talk about 
forming an interim government 
to take power, halt foe war and 
bold elections. 

The Mujahideen resolutely re- 
fuses to sit down with Afghan 
President Najibullah and key 
aides they blame for more than 
1.5 milli on deaths during the war. 

Najibullah told Sevan in 
September he would not insist on 
taking part in the talks personally 
as long as acceptable figures from 
Kabul were there. 

But getting the Mujahideen to 
agree to talk publidy with any 
senior official of the ruling Watan 
(homeland) Party might be 


tough, although they are happy to 
meet in secret. 

Sevan, who goes to the north- 
western city of Peshawar on Mon- 
day to meet Mujahideen leaders 
before heading for Kabul, is 
trying to suck the hardliners in by 
removing any excuses they could 
use for refusing to take part. 

But officials closely associated 
with the process caution that he 
faces a tough job. “It is not going 
to be 100 per cent,” said one. 
“The point is to neutralise them 
so that they do not become 
problem-makers.” 

Sevan's most important target 
is Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, foe 
powerful leader of Hezb-I-Islami, 
credited with being one of the 
wiliest guerrilla politicians. 

But even if a peace settlement 
is signed, few expect the fighting 
to stop with the country frag- 
mented into small fiefdoms 
armed with modern weapons. 


^reek Cypriot politicians denounce agreement 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Greek Cypriot politicians on Sun- 
day denounced an agreeement by 
foe Greek and Turkish prime 
ministers envisaging the signing 
of a friendship pact. 

Separate statements by leaders 
of foe four main parties said such 
a pact was incomprehensible 
while foe Turkish occupation of 
North Cyprus continued. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel of Turkey and Constantine 
Mitsotakis of Greece agreed 
Saturday to work for the im- 
provement of relations and ;the 
eventual signing of a friendship 
and cooperation pact. - r 

The announcement was made 
after a two-hour meeting in 
Davos, Switzerland, where they 
attended foe World Economic 
Forum. 


“Under no circumstances can 
Greece sign a friendship treaty 
with Turkey if there is no Cyprus 
settlement including foe with- 
drawal of the Turkish occupation 
troops from Cyprus,” said Glaf- 
cos Clerides, the leader of foe 
right-wing Democratic Rally, the 
largest party on the island. 

Dimitris Christofias, foe leader 
'f Communist Akel, foe second- 
largest faction, echoed Clerides' 
statement. He added that ‘Tur- 
key must move from words to 
deeds, by agreeing to a settle- 
ment b&ed on the United Na- 
tions resolutions.’* 

Fdnwsr President Spyrc* Kyp- 
rianou," Header of the centrist 
Democratic Party, said: “It is 
incomprehensible for Greece to 
sign a friendship treaty with Tur- 
key , while part of Cyprus remains 


under Turkish occupation.” 

The Davos communique ‘is 
foe saddest moment of contem- 
porary Greek history,” said Vas- 
sos Lyssarides, the leader of the 
Socialist Party, Edek. 

“Greece is extending a hand of 
friendship to Turkey while Tur- 
kish troops continue to occupy 
North Cyprus and while Ankara 
continues to reject the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions de- 
manding its withdrawal.” he 
added. 

The Davos communique said 
foe two leaders reviewed the 
Cyprus problem _and noted thgt. 
“both sides shared foe objective 
of an early negotiated settlement 
which would be just and lasting.” 
They also supported an effort by 
U.N. Secretary-General Boutros 


Boutros-Ghali to convene an in- 
ternational summit, attended by 
Greece, Turkey and the Greek 
and Turkish Cypriot sides, to 
discuss a Cyprus settlement. 

The East Mediterranean island 
has been unofficially partitioned 
since a 1974 Turkish invasion and 
occupation of the Northern part. 

Turkey maintains that its 
35.000 troops are necessary to 
protect the Turkish Cypriot 
minority against foe Greek Cyp- 
riot majority. 

The U.N. resolutions also de- 
mand the. withdrawal of 50,000 
mainland settlers brought to Cyp- 
rus after the invasion, and the 
abrogation of a unilateral proc- 
lamation of a breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot state, recognised only by 
Turkey. 


Baghdad authorities crack down on wine and song 

BAGHDAD (R) — The Baghdad authorities are cracking down 
on drinking and singing in the city of the thousand and one nights. 
Under plans reported on Sunday by A1 Tbawra, foe newspaper of 
foe ruling Baath Party, singing in public restaurants will be 
banned and the sale of alcohol restricted to “certain areas and 
streets.” No details of the areas were given. Unlike some Arab 
countries, Iraq has never imposed a blanket ban on alcohol. The 
nightlife of Baghdad, where the thousand and one nights is set, is 
famous throughout the Middle East. AJ Thawra complained that 
“a great number of Baghdad restaurants have turned into 
nightclubs as owners organise singing and dancing parties in 
them." No more, if Baghdad municipality has its way. Its new 
rules would make singing the exclusive preserve of nightclubs anti 
would set up anti-singing vigilante squads. “Joint committees 
comprising members from the people's councils and the Baghdad 
municipality will supervise restaurants, hotels and bars to see that 
they adhere to these measures,” A1 Thawra reported- People’s 
councils are elected local bodies usually dominated by conserva- 
tive figures. The new measures reflect top-level displeasure with 
licentious behaviour in a country where international trade 
sanctions and the after-effects of the Gulf war have impoverished 
people on average incomes. Last month, Saddam Hussein 
imposed a S320.00U fine on an Iraqi businessman reported to have 
thrown a generous cheque at foe feet of a belly dancer whose 
performance enthralled him. And when Saddam’s half-brother, 
Watban Ibrahim Ai Hassan, became interior minister on Nov. 13, 
he vowed to end “degrading nocturnal practices." 

Gulf university to remain open despite problems 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The Bahrain-based Arabian Gulf 
University will remain open despite cash problems, officials said 
on Sunday. The United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Qatar have 
yet to pay their dues to the university despite an appeal by leaders 


at the Kuwait summit” in December of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ, Gulf business sources said. The other owners are 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and Oman. Four foreign contrac- 
tors, which helped build foe campus, are suetng the university for 
$60 million in interest and principal. The university opened to 
great fanfare in 1988 as a prime example of Gulf cooperation. The 
contractors said on Sunday they had yet to receive any payment 
for their work. The case has been a major embarrassment to the 
oil state., of foe Gulf but officials are reluctant to point foe finger 
at chose members which had failed to pay their debts. The sources 
said the UAE owed 80 million Saudi riyals ($21 million) and had 
not paid anything since 1988. There was no figure for Qatar which 
the sources say stopped payments early in 1989. “We can do 
nothing but wait for those countries that have yet to fulfil their 
commitments,” one Gulf official said. “But foe Arabian Gulf 
University will continue despite the financial crisis.” Last year, 
foe university stopped taking new students and closed its medical 
faculty. 

Court acquits Germans for urging soldiers not to fight Gulf war 

BONN (R) — A German court, in foe second such case in two 
days, on Friday acquitted five peace activists charged with urging 
soldiers to desert during the Gulf crisis. The Bonn regional court 
overturned an earlier judgement against foe five members of the 
pacifist Greens Party one day after another court acquitted four 
peace activists on similar charges. The Greens were freed after 
foe court decided it could not prove that they believed foeir call 
could induce soldiers to desert, a court spokeswoman said. In 
autumn 1990, shortly after the Gulf crisis began, foe Greens 
distributed 250,000 leaflets saying: “Don’t let yourselves become 
cannon fodder for a war in foe Gulf or anywhere.” The Greens 
said in a statement the court accepted that the appeal was 
published at a time when the German government was discussing 
a change in foe constitution and considering sending troops to the 
Gulf. 


Non-aligned 
ministers 
to chart 
post-cold 
war role 

LARNACA, Cyprus (R)— Non- 
aligned foreign ministers meet in 
the Cypriot resort of Larnaca this 
week to chart a new role for their 
movement in a post-cold war 
world dominated by one super- 
power. 

The movement was founded in 
the 1950s at the height of the cold 
war between the United States 
and foe Soviet Union as a group- 
ing of mainly Third World coun- 
tries not aligned to either super- 
power. 

In the first such meeting since 
foe Soviet Union collapsed, the 
foreign ministers meeting on 
Monday and Tuesday desperately 
need to carve out a new role for 
foe movement, diplomats said. 

“Let us not forget that 102 
countries are members,” 
Andreas Mavromatis, Cyprus’ 
permanent representative to the 
United Nations, said in Nicosia 
last week. “So you can see bow 
many billion people we are talk- 
ing about." 

Some 20 foreign ministers, in- 
cluding those from founder mem- 
bers Egypt and India, and 150 
delegates from 46 countries are 
expected in Larnaca, an official 
Cypriot statement said. 

The Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) failed to play an active, 
part during the Gulf war and the 
break-up of the Soviet Union. It 
lacks strong leadership because of 
the civil war in Yugoslavia, the 
present chairman. 

“Yugoslavia's chairmanship in 
my opinion lasted a few months, 
and then foe internal disintegra- 
tion of the country began, as a 
result of which it (NAM) did not 
have leadership,” Mavromatis, a 
delegate at the talks in Larnaca, 
said. 

Yugoslavia's top delegate in 
Larnaca will be assistant federal 
secretary of foreign affairs, 
Novak Pribicevic. 

Yugoslavia hopes to play an 
active part in the NAM and in- 
sists foe nation mil continue to 
exist as an international identity 
until a peaceful solution is 
reached, a diplomat said. 


Open war for control in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — "Open war” 
for control of Algerian mosques 
and a wave of arrests of Islamic 
fundamentalists and preachers 
show that compromise can no 
longer solve the country’s politic- 
al crisis, diplomats and commen- 
tators said on Sunday. 

Bloody dashes after Friday 
prayers and the appearance in 
court of scores of Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) militants at the 
weekend have set the scene for a 
power struggle in earnest. 

“The direction is dear. The 
authorities are tightening the 
screw, applying considerable 
pressure -001110 FIS,” said one 
Westen diplomat. 

Algerian commentator Idir- 
Benyo lines said the possibility of 
dialogue died when an unfinished 
general election was cancelled 
last month. It robbed the FIS of 
almost certain parliamentary 
power and of a chance to change 
Algeria into an Islamic state. 

“The land of the dan destine is 
well enough known to Islamic 
militants,” he wrote at the 
weekend, recalling also that the 
“concept of martyrs” fed all reli- 
gious movements. 

“Black Fridays’’ — as author- 
ities enforce a ban on politics in 
mosques, whose network foe FIS 
has effectively used for so long — 
seem certain to continue, said El 
Watan newspaper. 

“Nothing idicates that this spir- 


al of violence will end in foe 
immediate future as the two pro- 
tagonists indulge in a cruel and 
painful battle of the mosques." it 
said on Sunday. 

The latest unofficial tally shows 
132 people arrested after prayers 
last Friday, when some 30 oeopie 
were wounded in dashes in FIS 
strongholds like Bab El Gued in 
Algiers. 

About 30 imams (preachers) 
were detained, though at least 
one escaped arrest for subversive 
preaching by donning a black 
robe and vanishing amid a group 
of women. He and others are 
being hunted. 

Diplomats point out that Alge- 
rian officials now speak less of 
banning the FIS, seen as a fast 
option when foe new five-man 
presidency was sworn in last 
month. 

A ban could bring adverse 
reaction in Western democracies 
whose financial backing Algeria 
barfly needs. 

Both Prime Minister Sid 
Ahmed Ghozali and Foreign 
Minister Lakhdar Ibrahimi made 
soothing statements abroad this 
weekend. 

Ghozali in Switzerland empha- 
sised the crackdown was to end 
“laxity” in enforcing foe law and 
was not a fundamental change. 

But he also warned that any 
part not playing by the rules of 


foe democratic game would be 
banned. 

Ibrahimi, in an interv iew m an 
Italian paper, spoke of presiden- 
tial elections, a change in the 
constitution through a rciereo- 
dum, and later a return to the 
electoral process. 

Undermining foreign confi- 
dence in Algeria is seen as the 
possible motive for a bomb s frack 
on the U.S. embassy last week. 

“It could be aimed at scaring 
foreigners into thinking it is not 
safe, and scuttling any plans of 
foreign firms to invest here, said 
one diplomat. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility- for foe home-made device 
which caused no casualties bur 
brought heavy security round foe 
embassy on the height* of the 
capital. 

The arrest of FIS leaders 
appears to have left it rudderless, 
with no influential figure either 
available or prepared to risk 
arrest by signing its statements. 

It h-n<i issued no communique 
since Rabah Kebir was arrested 
last Tuesday, minutes after sign- 
ing a defiant challenge to foe 
authorities. But its militants have 
kept careful tally of the mosque 
battle toll. 

Another signal was foe appear- 
ance of an unsigned “fafwa” or 
r ulin g on religious law, circulat- 
ing in Algiers. 


AI Akhbar editor slams 
Jalloud for insulting Egypt 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — The edi- 
tor of a leading newspaper slam- 
med a top Libyan official for 
insulting Egypt and warned that 
this could halt Egyptian media- 
tion m solving Libya's crisis with 
foe West over the bombing of 
American and French planes. 

Jalai Dwidar, chief editor of AJ 
Akhbar newspaper that reflects 
government thinking, in his open- 
ing editorial Sunday called 
Libya's second most powerful 
man staff Maj. Abdul Sal am Jal- 
loud “reckless" and “insolent." 

He said Maj. Jalloud should be 
stopped because his irresponsible 
statements could halt Egypt’s 
efforts to find a peaceful solution 
to the criris with foe United 


States, Britain and France and 
lead to a new catastrophe in the 
region. 

Britain and foe United States 
have charged two Libyans they 
identified as intelligence officers 
in the December 1988 bombing of 
Pan Am flight 103 over Locker- 
bie, Scotland killing 270 people. 

France has charged four Li- 
byans with the 1989 explosion of 
a UTA jet in Africa that left 170 
people dead. 

A U.N. Security Council re- 
solution passed earlier this year 
urges Libya to extradite the 
bombing suspects. But Libya de- 
nies any involvement in the 
attacks and refuses to surrender 
the men. It says its laws forbid 


handiog over Libyans to foreign 
authorities and offered to host a 
tribunal headed by a Western 
judge. 

Dwidar said Maj. Jalloud, foe 
right hand man of Col. Muammar 
Qadhafl, is responsible for the 
mistreatment of Egyptians enter- 
ing Libya at the border. 

The editor said until now he 
had withheld from mentioning 
Maj. Jalloud's name hoping foal 
Col. Qadhafl “would put an end 
to this recklessness." 

Dwidar also said Maj. Jalloud 
insulted Egypt when he accused 
all countries that participated in 
the multilateral Middle East 
peace talks in Moscow this week 
of treason. 


Political debate heats up in Kuwait 


By Mariam Isa 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — Political debate 
has heated up in Kuwait as 
candidates for foe first par- 
liamentary elections in seven 
years launch an early drive to 
win public support. 

Scores of Kuwaitis — includ- 
ing a few women — have 
already announced their inten- 
tion to contest October elec- 
tions for the national assembly, 
which the government dis- 
solved in 1986. 

Kuwaiti intellectuals have 
invited U.S. politicians to 
advise them on campaign tech- 
niques and public lobbying. 

They also want international 
observers to monitor (he polls, 
which were promised by the 
emir. Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad 
AI Sabah, under strong domes- 
tic and foreign pressure after 
the United States and its allies 
liberated the emirate last 
February. 

Would-be parliamentarians 
are expected to flock on Sun- 
day to an election seminar 
organised by Kuwait universi- 
ty's graduate society and given 
by members of foe private 
Washington-based Republican 
Institute for International 
Affairs. 

To raise public awareness of 
election issues, leading mem- 
bers of Kuwait's seven opposi- 


tion groups have begun hold- 
ing joint drwaniyas — tradi- 
tional forums for political dis- 
cussion. 

Newspapers are full of gos- 
sip about candidates and elec- 
tion issues. Since government 
censorship was lifted in Janu- 
ary they have even begun pub- 
lishing interviews with pro- 
democracy leaders like former 
speaker of parliament Ahmad 
Saadoun. 

They have also carried 
strong statements attacking foe 
opposition from members of 
Kuwait's partially elected 
national council, a toothless 
body reinstated by the govern- 
ment after liberation from Ira- 
qi occupation last February. 

Government supporters 
have accused opponents of 
drafting a widely circulated 
leaflet which said Kuwaiti hu- 
man rights abuses were worse 
than these committed by foe 
Iraqi occupation forces. 

The seven groups, which 
range from Muslim fun- 
damentalists to liberal progres- 
sives, said they had nothing to 
do with it. 

Abdullah Nibari, head of the 
newly formed Kuwait demo- 
cratic forum, told Reuters he 
suspected government agents 
were behind foe leaflet. The 
strength of the official cam- 
paign showed they were start- 
ing to feel insecure, he said. 


“Some people think the 
genera] atmosphere is turning 
in our favour — foe govern- 
ment media noise recently has 
been too loud, too vicious," he 
said. 

Since liberation the govern- 
ment had tried to appease pub- 
lic criticism by writing off con- 
sumer loans worth billions of 
dollars, spending billion more 
on compensation, and 
announcing plans to raise 
salaries. 

It also accuses opposition 
leadere of sowing dissent in 
Kuwait at a time when national 
unity is crucial. 

“To a big extent the govern- 
ment has succeeded ... it will- 
make our job more difficult,” 
Ahmad Baqer. head of foe 
fundamentalist Islamic 
Alliance, told Reuters. 

“But I think people will take 
and ask for more. They 
appreciate more money but 
still want parliament,” he 
said. 

Opposition groups are un- 
ited in their main demands. 

They want fair elections 
without interference from offi- 
cial media manipulation and 
vote-buying by pro-govern- 
ment candidates. 

They demand separation of 
foe posts of crown prince and 
prime minister — traditionally 
held by the same member of 
foe ruling AI Sabah family — 


and an end to domination of 
key cabinet posts by AI Sabah 
members. 

“We hope they (the royal 
family) will understand the 
time is over for monoply by 
any one family, sect or tribe." 
said Isa Shaheen, spokesman 
for the Islamic Constitutional 
Movement. 

"There should be no more 
suspicion of the people of 
Kuwait, who proved their 
loyaiity during the Iraqi 
occupation.” he said. 

Opposition leaders say at 
least half the cabinet should be 
drawn from parliament to give 
it a real role in decision- 
making. 

They want full disclosure of 
government finances, com- 
plete press freedom, the repeal 
• of laws against trade unions 
and political parties, and vot- 
ing rights — now granted to 
only 15 per cent of Kuwait's 
estimated 600.000 nationals — 
to be extended to include 
naturalised Kuwaitis and their 
offspring. 

With foe exception of the 
fundamentalist Islamic 
Alliance, they also want 
women to be allowed to vote. 
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Bulletin supplied £>y the Department of 
Meteorology. 

II will be partly cloudy in cloudy and 
scattered showers of rain arc expected 
during the day. In the eve rang, a odd 
front accompanying a depression cen- 
tred north of Egypt win affect the 
Kingdom. Therefore, it wifi be rainy 
and snow is expected in hilly areas. 
Winds will be southwesterly fresh. In 
Aqaba, it wiU be panjv doudy and 
scattered showers of tain will fafi. 
Winds will be somberly fresh and seas 
calm. 

MinJMax. temp. 
Amman 2/6 


Aqaba 5 / 17 

Deserts 2/9 

Jordan Valley 6/14 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 6. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 98 per cent. Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 
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^ Home News 


Minister 
£n>. calls for 
Arab 

cooperation 

^ ... 

■ ; AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of 
“■* <*;'' Education Tbouqan Hindawi 
• itl j ’ s urged Arab intellectuals and edo- 
•*.,*5* canonists to promote education 
'( in die- Arab World and to serve as 
; rU; a catalyst in improving relations 
\ among Arab countries. 

Addressing a group of cultural 
attaches at Arab embassies in 
Amman, the minister said that 
Arab mteOectuals can lead the 
- process' of cooperation and coor- 
■ :32 '«? dtaation in cultural -affairs and 
cad also expand their field of 
Hi _ work to help their countries hn- 
prove then- relations in cultural 
and educational fields. By 
deepening Arab and Islamic 
values and promoting Arab cul- 
ture, intellectuals can bolster soli- 
darity, among Arab states, said 
Mr. Hindawi. 

The minister noted that many 
current problems facing Arab 
countries stem from ill-planning 
and lack of joint axndination and 
cooperation among Arab states. 

In referring to Jordan's educa- 
tional. development plans, the 
ministm’ noted that the King- 
dom's experiments benefited 
Arab states, which also offered 
expertise to Jordan and that the 
interchanges were focused on 
teacher training, school adminis- 
tration and examinations. 

Mr. Hindawi also said that 
Jordan was willing to offer any 
%} ^ expertise in i education - related! 
matters, noting that Jordan was 
' -■ willing to continue strengthening 
bridges of cooperation with the 
- Arab World. 

Those present were cultural 
attaches of the United Arab Emi- 
>- rates, Egypt, Oman, Bahrain, 
Yemen, Iraq, Palestine and 
Algeria. 



Queen thanks French official for Minitel 
system, calls for further increasing cooperation 


By Serene Habra 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — French Minister 
of Tourism Jean Michel Bayiet 
and his delegation left Amman 
Sunday after a two-day visit to 
the Kingdom aimed at enhanc- 
ing cooperation between the 
two countries in the field of 
tourism. 

Prior to his departure from 
Marka Airport the minister 
met with Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid'Ben Shaker. 

Her Majesty thanked the 
minister for the advanced com- 
puterised information system, 
Minitel, that France donated 
to Jordan as part of an agree- 
ment signed between the two 
countries in 1988. Her Majesty 
also stressed the need for 
further French-Jordanian 
cooperation in the fields of 
tourism and culture through 
the exchange of expertise and 
other joint programmes. 

During Ms meeting with the 
prime minister, the two sides 
discussed the current rela- 
tionship between (Ik two coun- 
tries and called for further fu- 
ture cooperation. 

The minister’s visit came in 
response to an invitation ex- 
tended by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment. During his brief visit 
to the Kingdom, the two sides 
signed an agreement that paves 
the way for further coopera- 
tion between the two countries 
in the field of tourism. 

“We have to encourage 
French and European tourists 
to come to Jordan,” said the 
minister at a press conference 
held at the airport. The minis- 
ter thanked the Ministry of 
Tourism for arranging Ms two- 
day visit and praised the quali- 
ty of work in the field of 
tourism despite economic diffi- 



Her Majesty Queen Noor meets with French Minister of Tourism Jean Michel Bayiet Sunday 
before Ms departure (Petra photo) 


culties faced by the Kingdom 
in the aftermath of the Gulf 
crisis. 

“This is my first visit to the 
Kingdom and what struck me 
is the Mgh quality of tiring 
despite the weak economic 
situation,” the minister said. 
“What also struck me is the 
sincerity, hospitality and the 
sense of moderation of people 
here.” 

Mr. Bayiet said he was im- 
pressed by Jordan’s willingness 
to open up in order to improve 
its tourism sector and pointed 
out the need to market Jor- 
dan's touristic image in 
Europe, especially France. 

“I was vary impressed to see 
the amount of freedom in 
transportation, and this is a 
very important factor for hav- 


ing a successful touristic poli- 
cy” Mr. Bayiet said. 

The French minister also 
lauded the democratic process 
m Jordan and said “democracy 
is a reality in this country.” 

Referring to a meeting be- 
tween Jordanian and French 
businessmen and tourist ex- 
perts, Mr.. Bayiet described the 
talks as “fruitful.” The minis- 
ter also said that many mem- 
bers in his delegation, experts 
in the field of tourism, express- 
ed eagerness to invest in the 
Kingdom in the near future. 

According to Minister of 
Tourism Yanal Hikmat one 
project that is currently under 
study includes building a resort 
in the city of Aqaba through a 
joint Jordanian-French ven- 
ture. 


“This resort will be open to 
all ■ people, Jordanians and 
tourists alike.” Mr. Hikmat 
said. 

He -added that the Ministry 
of Tourism was making con- 
certed efforts to revive tourism 
to what it was like in 1989. 

Mr. Hikmat said that in 
1989, about 250,000 tourists 
from Europe and the United 
States visited the Kingdom, 
generating an income of 
around JD 350 million. In 
addition, dose to 400,000 Arab 
tourists mainly from the Gulf 
came to Jordan. 

Following his trip to Jordan, 
the French minister will 
proceed to Egypt for a two- 
day visit after which he will 
head home on Monday. 





State of children 
conference delayed 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A national expected to hammer out a 
conference to address the state pf_ strategy of work for Jordanian 
cMIdreU in Jordan that had bhsn children. • 
sdt«itiled_forjrus$day hasJbeetL. The conference will discuss five 



GOLDEN BIRTHDAY — North Korea Sunday organised a 
photo and booh exhibition at the University of Jordan marking the 
50th bfetfaday of North Korean lender Kim D Sung's sou, Kim 
Joag-D, who is the successor to his hither. The exmrition, which 
was opened by Unhrcrafy President Fawzi Gharaibeh, depicts 
various aspects of North Korean ife indnding natural scenery, 
national festivals, factories, sports events and education. The 
four-day exhibition has n whig for books on Mstory and science and 
the organisers me showing a documentary film for the benefit of 
visitors. North Korea’s Ambassador to Jordan Kong Sok Ung, was 
among personalities attending the opening ceremony. 


Customs official urges 
returnees to process cars 


postponed-unriTSaturday b ecaus e 
of the prevailing weather condi- 
tions., 1 

The Meteorology Department 
has said that a low depression was 
forming over Cyprus Monday and 
was expected to affect Jordan and 
other regions east of the 
Mediterranean, bringing m yet 
another snowstorm and more 
heavy rain and Mgh winds. 

The conrerence organised 
under -the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein and Her 
Majesty Queen Noor is expected 
to be held at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, according to an 
announcement late Saturday. It 
said that the conference was orga- 
nised by the Ministry of Planning 
in cooperation with the United 
Nation s Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) as a direct response by 
Jordan to die U.N. Summit for 
Children held in September of 
1990. 

The two-day conference, the 
first of its kind in the country is 


working papers prepared by 
Jordanian experts. The papers 
cover the areas of health, educa- 
tion, environment, special groups 
and the role of information and 
the media in highlighting .chil- 
dren's causes and advancing their 
welfare. 

The conference is held in im- 
plementation of a recommenda- 
tion adopted by the World Sum- 
mit for Children, which was held 
on Sept. 29 and 30, 1990. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor beaded the 
Jordanian delegation to the sum- 
mit, which came up with a world 
declaration on child survival, pro- 
tection and development. 

The summit adopted a broad 
series of goals to be implemented 
in the 1990s. The goals included 
inter aha a reduction by one half 
of the under age of five mortality 
rate, halving maternal mortality, 
providing basic education to all 
children, eradicating polio by 
1995 and making family planning 
services accessible to all couples. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of tbe Customs Depart- 
ment Mohammad A1 Jamal Sun- 
day met with members of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce, 
representatives of customs clear- 
ance companies and merchants 
and reviewed with them the latest 
procedures wMch should be fol- 
lowed upon clearing cars belong- 
ing to Jordanians returning from 
Kuwait. 

He explained to them that tbe 
new measures announced by the 
government are aimed at facilitat- 
ing clearance through customs of 
such vehicles and to avoid delays 
at tbe customs offices. 

He noted that some improve- 
ments were made to the Amman 
Customs Department to enable it 
to redeve some 200 transactions, 
examine more than 200 cars a day 
and assess the amount of duties 
payable. He also pointed out that 
Jordanian returnees own some 


Pilgrims comfort 
important, official 
says 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Secretary Genera! Ahmad 
Helayyel Sunday chaired a meet- 
ing for representatives of trans- 
port companies who will be car- 
rying this year's pilgrims to Mec- 
ca. 

Dr. Helayyel stressed the 
ministry's interest in ensuring the 
full comfort of pilgrims, by select- 
ing tbe best transport companies 
wfth the best services like air 
conditioned buses and furnished 
houses which arc dose to the holy 
places. 

Dr. Helayyel pointed out that 
the ministry will continue to send 
administrative, medical, and reli- 
gious teams with the pilgrims to 
secure the best possible services 
for them. 


16,000 cars, 9,000 of wMch have 
already been examined and 4,000 
ou which custom duties have 
been collected. 

Mr. Jamal called on the retur- 
nees who have not so far cleared 
their cars to do so before the end 
of this month, noting that Feb. 29 
is the deadline for clearing cars 
for 1981 models and above. He 
added that tbe Prime Ministry's 
decision, passed on Jan. 25, fixed 
April 30 as a deadline for retur- 
nees who own cars, made in 1980 
and before to rectify their situa- 
tions. 


RSS, ARA 
sign 

cooperation 

agreement 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal. 
Scientific Society (RSS) and the 
Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) 
Sunday signed an agreement pro- 
viding for a framework for future 
cooperation in technological and 
scientific fields. 

Under the agreement, ARA 
recognises the RSS as an author- 
ity and consultant on matters 
related to ARA projects and 
scientific or technologial work 
concerning pollution, water and 
other matters in view of the facili- 
ties it possesses like laboratories 
and its highly skilled workforce. . 

A statement following the sign- 
ing of the agreement at the RSS 
said the agreement was designed 
to help the ARA cany on with its 
plans to achieve balanced de- 
velopment in the Aqaba region in 
light of tbe increased industrial, 
touristic and other activities along 
the coastal region. 

The statement made it dear 
that the agreement will pave the 
way for other agreements on pro- 
jects to be carried out by the RSS 
for the ARA. 

The two-year agreement was 
signed by RSS President Dr. 
Hani Mulki and ARA Presi- 
dent Bassam Qaqish, who later 
said that the RSS was playing a 
leading role in consultancy ser- 
vices in the Kingdom and the 
■ ARA was trying to benefit from 
such services to develop the 
Aqaba region in all aspects. 


Social workers honoured for 
work in community centres 

AMMAN (Petra) — Social work- 
ers affiliated to community cen- 
tres set up by the Urban Develop- 
ment Department (UDD) were 
honoured Sunday at a ceremony 
held at the Marka Community 
Centre and attended by UDD 
Director Yousef Hiyasat. 

It. each of its housing projects, 
tbe UDD has established a com- 
munity centre ' offering various 
activities and services to the local 
community. 

The ceremony included nation- 
al dances and an exhibition dis- 
playing products of the local com- 
munity as well as handicrafts. Mr. 

Hiyasai distributed awards and 
shields to those with disting- 
uished services to the community 
through the centres. He also deli- 
vered a speech underlining the 
importance of development 
schemes andbouang projects for 
limited-income groups, noting 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

^ Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artist Mahmoud AI Obehti at 
Afla Art Gallery. 

* ExhMion by Iraqi artist Salma AJ AEaq at the Royal CMtnral 

Centre. 

THEATRE 

ft Amble play entitled “Gdgamesh” at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8 poo. 

FILM 

ft French fflm entitled “Sans toft ni lol” at the French Cultural 
Centre — 8 p.m. 


that the UDD was careful to 
provide housing pMs the facilities 
for each local community. 

UDD officials said that a large 
□umber of women have been 
involved in activities concerning 
local families' and children and in 
carrying out small-sized income- 
generating projects and children’s 
dubs. 

Tbe UDD is operating six of 
these community centres, cater- 
ing to the needs of hundreds of 
children, said Mr. HiyasaL He 
said that community centres have 
so far carried out 15 income- 
generating projects employing 
500 local women and is running 
adult education and literary cen- 
tres in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Education as well as 
health units for vaccination ser- 
vices to children and cultural 


The National Music Conservatory / Noor AI 
Hussein Foundation 
And 

The American Cultural Center 

present 

The American Senior Fulbright Scholar at 
Yamiouk University 

GENARO SANTORO 

In a 

Piano Recital 



Saturday, Feb. 8, 1992 at 8:00 p.vn. 

The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 
In the programme pieces by s Bach, Chopin , 
Liszt, Rachmaninoff and others. 

Tickets, for JD4 each, are available at : 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 669026 

- Babiche, Tel. 661322 

- Philadelphia Hotel, Tel . 663100 

- American Cultural Center, Tel . 641520 

- The National Music Conservatory, Tel 687620 


Hospital official denies 
reported AIDS death 


By Elia NasraDah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Princess Bas- 
ma Hospital in Irbid Sunday 
categorically denied reports 
published in the local press 
about tbe death of a child as a 
result of being infected by the 
ltiller disease AIDS, noting 
that no AIDS (Acquired Im- 
mune Deficiency Syndrome), 
cases have been admitted to 
the hospital. 

Hospital Director Dr. Abdul 
Hafiz AI Momani told the Jor- 
dan Times that the reports 
appearing in AI Ra’i and Sawt 
AI Sbaab Arabic dailies were 
groundless. Hospital records 
show no existence of patients 
that were infected with the 
disease. 

Both Sawt AI Sbaab and AI 
Ra’i dailies reported Sunday 
that a 10-year-old child bad 
died in the past week suffering 
from AIDS. The report alleged 
that the boy, whose identity 
was withheld, contracted the 
disease from his mother who 
had died earlier. 

“I was astonished to read the 
report in the local press be- 
cause the hospital's records did 


not show any AIDS cases or 
deaths resulting from this killer 
disease," Dr. Momani said. 

He said that should there 
any AIDS cases appear in the 
Irbid region, the Health Minis- 
try is the only authority which 
should be informed and it is 
only the ministry which is au- 
thorised to give . information 
about AIDS cases in the King- 
dom. 

The Health Ministry last 
November revealed that the 
total number of AIDS cases in 
Jordan since 1986 had readied 
66, 59 of whom were Jorda- 
nians. Of the Jordanians in- 
fected with the disease. 14 
have already died, orte of 
whom passed away in Novem- 
ber of the past year. 

Tbe ministry released the 
report prior to the World 
AIDS Day 1991. 

The Health Ministry report 
said that the spread of AIDS 
was controlled through strict 
monitoring of the blood trans- 
fusion process and through 
stringent precautionary mea- 
sures including laboratory 
tests. 

All blood banks in Jordan 
conduct tests on blood donors 


to ensure that they are safe^'. 
especially if the donors had • 
undergone surgical operations- 
abroad, the report noted. 

It said that Jordan was const-: 
dered among the first few 
countries of the region to take - 
precautionary measures - 
against die spread of AIDS. 

According to World Health 
Organisation (WHO) esti- 
mates, there are between eight 
and 10 million men, women 
and children around the world 
who are infected by this dis- * 
ease and that more than 5,000 .. 
are infected by AIDS daily. 

The WHO has been issuing 
warnings of a dramatic in- - 
crease in AIDS among women, 
noting that the virus, called 
HIV was rising fast. 

The two dailies d aimed that - 
they received the information 
about the latest AIDS casualty 
from specialists working for 
the Jordan University of Scien- 
ce and Technology (JUST) 
during a seminar that was re- 
cently held in Irbid. 

The dailies' reporters said 
that the mother of the 10-year- 
old boy died of AIDS at the 
same hospital sometime ear- - 
Her. 


SSC pledges to continue work 
on national health insurance plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) is 
going ahead with plans 
announced last Novemebr to pro- 
vide health insurance services to. 
all members of the public during 
1992. 

The affirmation came in a let- 
ter to AI Ra’i Arabic daily by the 
SSC Public Relations Depart- 
ment which stressed that the pro- 
ject was being implemented this 
year. 

The letter noted that the SSC 
has set up a consultative commit- 
tee to take charge of the project 
and it was hoped that practical 
steps towards the implementation 
of the scheme will be taken soon. 

The SSCs former director 
general, Mohammad Saqqaf, had 
announced that the health 
scheme would benefit all institu- 
tions and their employees. The 


SSC said that its advisory com- 
mittee has been studying the ap- 
plication of a national health 
scheme and has been consulting 
with various international insur- 
ance firms and at least one local 
firm. 

The letter was sent to the daily 
in reply to a query about the 
whole scheme raised by a mem- 
ber of the co-advisory committee. 
Dr. Abdul Abdul Rahim Malhas, 
who expressed fear that with the 
appointment of Mr. Saqqaf as 
minister of supply, the whole 
scheme would be shelved. 

According to SSC officials, me- 
asures connected with this project 
started earlier last year and con- 
sultations had been going on with 
various health organisations, 
trade unions and other institu- 
tions which helped prepare tbe 
basic elements of the plan.." 


The 12-year-old SSC now pro- 
rides services to 613,000 benefi- 
ciaries whose savings with the ' 
SSC now stand at JD 416 million, 
most of which is invested in major ■ 
income-generating projects and 
development schemes. 

According to Mr. Saqqaf, the 
comprehensive national health 
scheme could start in 1992 pro-. 
rided final arrangements had' 
been made concerning finances. 
In announcing the project last 
November, the SSC said that it 
was designed to help limited in- 
come groups to cope with the 
increasing costs of medical ser- 
vices in the country. 

The advisory commitee, which 
approved the plan’s version in- 
volved representatives of the 
Health Ministry, the Jordan 
Medical Association and senior 
SSC officials. 


Rescue teams remain on alert as 
more snow is expected, official says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Interior remains on full alert in 
view of tbe prevailing weather 
conditions and its central opera- 
tions room is ready to respond to 
any call for help, according to 
Interior Minister Jawdat AI 
Sbour. 

The minister was speaking Sun- 
day as the Meteorology Depart- 
ment reported that another snow- 
storm was to affect Jordan today 
and Tuesday. 

Rescue and first aid teams are 
being kept on alert around the 


dock to deal with any emergency 
resulting from the upcoming 
storm, he said in a statement 
carried by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

The snowstorm which has just 
ended witnessed coordinated 
efforts on the part of civil and 
military services to deal with 
problems that arose. Provincial 
governors supervised resuoe and 
relief operations and reopening 
of roads in various regions, the 
minister said. 

Civil defence and security de- 


partment teams are standing by 
backed by army helicopters to 
provide relief and resuce services 
in various regions while teams 
from the Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority (JEA), have been put on 
alert to deal with any failure in 
power supplies, the minister said 
Unlike the last storm, the De- 
partment of Meteorology said 
that snow will fall on areas lower 
than 850 metres high, affecting 
Swefleh, Jubeiha and other areas 
of western Amman along with 
hilly regions. 


■r 




— 






. . 


SSC 



5PECIAL 

SYSTEMS 


□usllfikull 




5 WINDOWS ON PRINTERS HE 


Microsoft Windows 


FUJITSU 


The FUJITSU Printers 


XHE-ECONOMY 



EB.lgfl.lD, 

MONO COLOR 

DX/2100 

0X72200 

9 Pin 
$ Pin 

SO e 
132 c 

220 cps 
220 cpt 

250 

325 

315 

390 

MEJMJJ5NESS 





DL/900 

DL/1200 

24 Pin 
24 Pin 

HO c 
136 c 

1BO cps 
240 cps 

350 

480 

520 

THEJtAST HEAVY duty 




DL/5600 

24 Hn 

136 c 

500 cps 

1300 

1450 


e 




<Q ) 

jLUp Am 

Tel. 664221. Rax. 681557. Tlx. 21125 SPLSYS JO. P.O.Box 9162 Amman - Jordan 

’•IK * WW J * a v. up / ' y.\W : y.y.'.v^y 


mm 












®P 


mion 


&AnaIy 


E32 



JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 


©rdait Times 

An inJcpcnJLTii Arjh piMmol tliils puMr-hcii in Knglisli hy ihe ImJjn Pica FmirrtialHtn 
EMahliOiitl 1^ 

L.J..VI «.», -It • —in jl «.>!».■* i. >U~— i.J- Vrw >5^ >Aif* 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
j MAHMOUD AL KAYED 

[ Director General: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 

j Editor-m-Chief: 

| GEORGE S- HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670I4I-* 

Telex: 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays - 
Subscription and advertising rales are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


City on agenda 

NOT LONG ago, Jordan appeared standing alone when it 
sought to place the issue of Jerusalem on the agenda of the 
then upcoming multilateral peace talks. Now Egypt has 
come out strongly in favour of the idea, as have the 
Palestinians, who demanded setting up an additional 
working group for that purpose. 

Cairo’s support for the proposal is both important and 
interesting. For one thing, Egypt occupies a special place in 
the international arena and its weight and clout in Washing- 
ton and elsewhere cannot be easily brushed aside. In 
addition to that, Egypt is also the only Arab country with 
diplomatic relations with Israel, which has occupied and 
annexed the Holy City in utter defiance of the will of the 
international community and the host of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on Jerusalem and the occupied territor- 
ies. Accordingly what Egypt and the Palestinians now 
propose on the issue of Jerusalem has to be considered by 
the other mqjor players in the peace process and supported 
by all those who care for its success. 

But despite the effort, the Moscow multilateral talks 
ended in agreement on five principal committees covering 
issnes ranging from water, economic development and 
environmental concerns to disarmament and refugee issnes 
without any reference to Jerusalem. U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker opposed the idea of dealing with Jerusalem 
concurrently with the other agreed upon regional issues for 
fear that the topic may jeopardise the deliberations on the 
other less controversial matters. In retrospect, this U.S. 
position which corresponds with that of Israel is not truly 
tenable for a variety of reasons. 

First, Jerusalem is by definition a multilateral subject. 
Being holy to the three monotheistic religions and of deep 
concern and interest to many civilisations and cultures, 
there can be no doubt that if there is a pressing multilateral 
issue mi the agenda of the multilateral peace negotiations it 
is Jerusalem. Second, delaying discussion and action on it 
would be tantamount to-burying one’s head in the sand. 
Would it not be much more effective to air out the 
international views on the issue here and now with a view to 
linking its consideration with the other situations that 
warrant a regional understanding? What better opportunity 
is there to resolve the case permanently and effectively than 
when It could be discussed in conjunction with other 
problems of the region? Leaving the case of Jerusalem in 
abeyance for possible resolution in isolation from other 
regional and international interests may end up making this 
very problem the cause celebre for negating everything 
agreed upon among the parties. 

Most important of all, though, is the fact that Jerusalem 
now comprises one fifth of the entire West Bank. With this 
in mind, there is no effective way to discussing Israeli 
withdrawal from the Arab occupied territories and end its 
settlement programme other than to include the issue of 
Jerusalem in the talks. Therefore, there is a double cause to 
negotiate the entire issue of the Holy City on both the 
bilateral and multilateral levels. 

Jordan and other interested Arab countries, including the 
Arab Gulf stales, notably Saudi Arabia, are called upon to 
support the inclusion of Jerusalem in both phases of the 
peace talks. Morocco's King Hassan D made an argent 
appeal for an early resolution of the conflict over Jerusalem 
during the U.N. Security Council summit held at the end of 
January. What better venoe to tackle the Issue than the 
ongoing peace negotiations which are due to resume soon in- 
Washington and other capitals of the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

A1 Ra'i Arabic daily said Sunday that the Americans and the 
British are trying to impose their hegemony on the world, 
including on Europe, China. Japan and the developing countries 
without learning from the lessons of history. The paper said that 
history tells us that Japan's cities were devastated by American 
nuclear bombs and the German factories and cities were razed to 
the ground in World War II. But. the paper said, in less than three 
decades, these two nations rose up again, building the strongest 
economies in the world and rivalling those countries that deail 
them defeat in the war. With reference to the special U.N. 
i summit attended by the leaders of the big powers, the paper said 
that the Americans and the British do not learn from history and 
believe that the whole world is a farmland where they enslave 
other nations, committing all sorts of atrocities under the 
umbrella of the so-called new world order. The big powers trying 
to impose hegemony on the world in general and the developing 
nations in particular can never achieve their end as long as the 
nations of Lhe world possess the will and the determination to 
struggle, it said. Defeat imposed through wars can never force the 
vanquished to give up the struggle for salvation, progress and 
development, said the paper with reference to Iraq in the wake of 
the Gulf conflict. It said that the big powers can pursue the course 
of massacring nations but can never overcome the will of masses 
determined to fight and survive. 

COMMENTING on the same U.N. summit, a columnist in A1 
Dnstonr daily said it seems that the United Nations is being 
invaded by the United Slates and major European nations, and 
the summit could mark a turning point backwards or forwards. 
Taher A1 Udwan said that nations of the world fear that such a 
summit could usher in a new era of colonialism as they remember 
the colonial era when Europe and America imposed their 
domination on the world’s destiny. The long history of the United 
States, Britain and France does not give any glimpse of hope that 
the summit might usher in a new era to the advantage of the Third 
World but rather it shows an organised campaign on the part of 
old colonial powers to regain what they had lost earlier this 
century when nations achieved independence from foreign 
domination, said Udwan. The writer said the world is ai a 
threshold of a new era and the Arabs and Muslims should unite to 
face all eventualities. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By WaJeed Sadi 


The stakes are too high to stay uninvolved 


The Moscow multilateral peace talks that ended Wednesday have 
given rise to the conviction that the U.S.-sponsored peace process 
regarding the Arab-Israeli conflicts is for all intents and purposes 
an unstoppable locomotive. The best evidence of this was the 
continuation of the peace parleys in the Russian capital without 
Syrian, Palestinian and Lebanese delegations being present. 
Initially, it was thought that the Syrian- Lebanese boycott of the 
multi-party conference alone would have been enough to abort 
the regional peace efforts. That did not materialise. And when the 
Palestinian side gambled on having representations from East 
Jerusalem and the diaspora as an integral part of their delegation 
to the Moscow meeting and lost, there were added fears that 
without the primary party in the Arab-Israeli multifaceted 
disputes, the entire exercise would be doomed before it even got 
started. That also did not happen. 

The Palestinian gambit on having a broader Palestinian 
representation as a sine qua non for their participation may also 
have been a carefully calculated move to oblige both the 
pro-Syrian factions witbin the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) and the more moderate elements in it 

By appearing to be willing to take part in the regional peace 
negotiations, the Palestinians, perhaps, sought to drive home the 
point that they want to stay on the peace train even if their 
conditions for doing so had not totally been met. But by insisting 
on Palestinians from East Jerusalem and the diaspora to join their 
delegation to Moscow at a time when they knew beforehand that 


such additions would close the Moscow doors for them, the 
Palestinians may have aspired at accommodating the Syrian 
position by ending up effectively boycotting the Moscow forum as 
the Syrians and Lebanese have done before them. By doing so, 
the Palestinian party ended up bolstering Damascus's stance on 
the multilateral efforts to resolve basic regional issues prior to 
registering meaningful achievements on the level of bilateral 
peace talks between Israel and the different Arab parties. 

Yet, the Palestinian side ended up attaining something quite 
substantial from the Moscow talks. By “convincing" the two host 
countries, the U.S. and Russia, to accept Palestinians in the 
deliberations of at least one committee, i.e., the one dealing with 
refugee issues, the Palestinians have extricated a major conces- 
sion from the participating countries that hitherto was simply not 
there. This could be just the beginning of the erosion of the de 
facto and de jure rejection of Palestinian representation from 
East Jerusalem and the diaspora for the purposes of the ongoing 
peace process. But this positive development brings up the 
question: Why this point about wider composition of the 
Palestinian delegation became such a hot issue in the first place? 
In retrospect, both the Palestinians and the Israelis made an issue 
out of this benign subject. From the Palestinian point of view, the 
Palestinian people could have been viewed as indivisible rather 
than made up of different “peoples." Had they been regarded by 
the Palestinian leadership as one people, no matter where they 
happen to reside, the contentious point about having Palestinians 


from East Jerusalem and the diaspora would probaW> hud never 
arisen. Of course, Israel suffered from cwt«J> .he vamc 
phobias and complexes that the Palestinia * “ 

suffering from and also ended up making nu > ' “ * 

bone of contention that stood to derail the wno.-c gSSai 
Now, at least, and in the wake of first rou^d of mul^eral 
discussions, this episode is gradually brought biuk to 
after having been blown out of proportion for such a lon b tme. 

Also, all indications emanating from the 
point to the conclusion that without the 
Palestinian participation in the future work of th*. . -1 ^ 

committees, established at the dosing session ot the 
meeting, there can be no real progress in addressing the ******* 
water, environment, disarmament, refugees 3nd econo . 
velopment. There is tittle doubt that the absentee panics join 
the multilateral peace wagon sooner or later. For the time - ?• 
the ball seems to be in the court of the bilateral peace u.k- wnere 
the “recalcitrant" parties insist on seeing some progress btfo.e 
they jump once again on the moving multilateral peace mo- 
tive. With many industrial countries now willing tc pitch in .he 
seemingly serious efforts to settle many simmering regiosa 
problems, the stakes for all the parties have gone higher dun ever 
before. The main message remains this: The locomotive is moving 
and the parties better jump on it before they miss out on t c 
goodies! 


Council considers a new world order but mirrors the old one 



By Victoria Graham 

The Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — The 
Security Council summit extolled 
the new world order and post- 
cold war realities, but the council 
membership still mirrors the 
geopolitical status of the victors 
of World War II. 

The council doesn't reflect the 
realities of 1992, such as the 
political and economic power of 
Germany and Japan and the 
emerging importance of Third 
World nations such as India, Bra- 
zil and Nigeria. 

But the composition of the 
powerful 15-member council — 
which often makes decisions for 
the entire world body — is un- 
likely to change in the near fu- 
ture. Its five veto-wielding 
permanent members — the Un- 
ited States, Russia, Britain, 
France, and China — can block 
any challenge to their power. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major, who proposed the summit 
and presided over it, told the 
U.S. television network ABC on 
Friday: "The U.N. is more suc- 
cessful today than it’s been for 
many years past... is it really 
sensible to go down the byway of 
institutional change? I doubt itw- 

But Zimbabwe, India .and 
Venezuela, all non-permanent 
members of the council, argued 
for the council's restructuring and 
expansion. Zimbabwe and Vene- 
zuela said the veto of the perma- 
nent five members was undemo- - 
cratic and should be scrapped. 

Zimbabwe's foreign minister, 
Nathan Shamuyarira. also ex- 
pressed the resentment felt by 
many Third World nations that 
the "big five” tun the show. 


“The council cannot afford to 
shield itself from change at a time 
when all the other major organs 
of the United Nations are going 
through a process of reform and 
when new international circumst- 
ances call for readjustments.” 


Mr. Shamuyarira said. 

Japanese [Time Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa made the case politely 
and indirectly for a permanent 
seat for Japan, now a non- 
permanent member, noting his 
nation's massive financial con- 


tributions to the world body and 
its peacekeeping operations. 

The seven other non- 
permanent members of the coun- 
cil, each with a two-year term, 
are Austria, Belgium, Cape 
Verde. Ecuador, Hungary, 


Japan, and Morocco. 

Germany has not yet pushed 
for its seat on the council, but any 
restructuring is considered likely 
to include a permanent German 
seaL 

There have been suggestions 


that the European Community be 
given a single permanent sea: 
without a veto, either replacing 
Britain and France or in addition 
to them. 

Any expansion of the council 
or changes in the veto would 
require an amendment cf the 
U.N. Charter. 

The 15 world leaders who 
attended the summit pledged in 
their final declaration so use di- 
plomacy to prevent conflict, ex- 
plore further uses or peacekeep- 
ing and dedicate themselves to 
arms control. But not a word was 
penned about changing the con- 
figuration of the council. 

Zimbabwe argued that the in- 
crease in U.N. membership alone 
warrants expansion of the coun- 
cil. 

In 1945. the council s original 
11 members represented 20 per 
cent of the U.N. membership. 
Now — after being expanded to 
15 members in the~mid-1960's — 
it represents less than 10 per cent 
of the 166-nation General Assem- 
bly. 

Europe is over- represented on 
the council, while Africa and 
Latin America do not have a 
single permanent member. Mr. 
Shamuyarira said. 

He also noted that the veto has 
been used only rarely in recent 
years. 

Earlier in the week. U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
said he expected an eventual ex- 
pansion of the council "because i 
don't see any of the veto-wjelders 
either giving up their mem- 
berships or their vetoes. " 

He added that any change 
would require a broad consensus 
in the council. 


The following article is a United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) news feature. 

AT a time when the political and 
economic order which has domin- 
ated the twentieth century is vis- 
ibly dying, the United Nations 
Children's Fund ILWICEF) has 
published a list of agenda items 
for the new world order that is 
struggling to be bom. 

“These suggestions stem from 
forty years experience of working 
in over a hundred countries with 
some of humanity's greatest 
problems," says UNICEFs Ex- 
ecutive Director James Grant. 

The suggestions are set out in 
UNICEFs State of the World's 
Children report for 1992. “Taken 
together." says Mr. Grant, “they 
add up to a proposal that ending 
the absolute poverty of one quar- 
ter of mankind — the more than 
one billion people who still live 
and die with preventable hunger, 
disease, and illiteracy — should 
rank alongside the related issue 
of preserving the peace and pro- 
tecting the environment as prior- 
ity items on the agenda of that 
new world order. 

The 10 propositions are: 

1. That a new world order 
should keep the promises of 
the World Summit for Chil- 
dren. 

The goals agreed at the 1990 
World Summit for Children in- 
cluded preventing four million 
child deaths a year, halving child 
malnutrition, ending diseases like 
polio and tetanus, ensuring a 
basic education for all children, 
and ensuring that all families 
have dean water and access to 
family planning. “That great 
promise to the world’s children, 
should now be kept.” says the 
report. At present, a quarter of a - 
million young children are dying 
every week, and millions more 
are living on with malnutrition 
and almost permanent iH health. 
Half of this Suffering, says UN- 
ICEF, is caused by five or six 
specific illnesses which can now 


Agenda for a new order 


be prevented or treated at very 
low cost. 

2. That the principle of 
“first call for children” 
should become an accepted 
ethic of a new world order. 
Protecting the growing minds 
and bodies of young children, 
through the vulnerable early 
years, should have a first call on 
societies' resources, says the re- 
port. Most of the mental and 
physical development of the hu- 
man being occurs at that time. So 
basic protection — including 
adequate nutrition, health care, 
and primary education — - should 
be not just a priority but an 
absolute. “Children should be 
able to depend on that commit- 
ment in good times and in bad,” 
says Mr. Grant. 

At present, the principle is 
more honoured in the breach 
than the observance, in many 
poor countries, the debt crisis has 
been translated into rising levels 
of child malnutrition and falling 
levels of school enrolment. In 
many rich countries, rising afflu- 
ence has been accompanied by a 
sharp increase in the proportion 
of children living in poverty. 

3. That improving the 
health and nutrition of the 
world's children will help, not 
hinder, the struggle to slow 
population growth. 

When parents become more 
confident that their children will 
survive, says UNICEF, they are 
more likely to be interested in 
family planning. Most of the de- 
veloping nations are now entering 
or approaching the stage at which 
further declines in child deaths 
are associated with much steeper 
declines in birth rates. Further 
improvements in child health 
should now pay major dividends 
in falling birth rates. 

4. That market economic, 
policies should be accompa- 
nied by basic investments in 
people. 

Hie virtual collapse of the idea 


of centralised state control of 
economic life does not mean that 
governments should leave every- 
thing to the markets, says the 
report. It is the responsibility of 
government to ensure that vir- 
tually all members of society have 
adequate nutrition, primary 
health care, clean water, safe 
sanitation, family planning ser- 
vices, and at least a primary - 
education. These basic invest- 
ments are essential not only for 
humanitarian reasons, says UN- 
ICEF, but also because they are 
the foundations for sustained eco- 
nomic growth. 

At present, only about 12 per 
cent of government spending in 
the developing world is devoted 
to primary health care and prim- 
ary education for the poor major- 
ity. 

5. 11181 increases in interna- 
tional aid should be based on a 


commitment to meeting mint- 
mum human needs. 

More international aid is neces- 
sary to defeat poverty, says the 
report, but there will be little 
public support for any increase 
unless aid is seen to be being used 
primarily for improving the lives 
of the poor. "That is the kind of 
aid which the majority of people 
in the developing work! want to 
receive and the kind of aid which 
the majority of people in the 
industrialised world want to 
give,” says UNICEF. At present, 
less than 10 per cent of all inter- 
national aid is allocated to meet- 
ing basic needs for health, prim- 
ary education, clean water, and 
family planning. 

6. That action on debt, aid, 
and trade should create an 
economic environment in 


veJoping world can earn a 
decent living. 

Although average incomes 
have risen substantially in Asia, 
says the report, the 1980s were 
nonetheless a disastrous decade 
for the majority of countries in 
the poor world. Average incomes 
fell by approximately 10 per cenr 
in Latin America and by 25 per 
cent in Africa. One cause is the 
debt crisis which is still transfer- 
ring almost $50 billion a year 
from poor to rich nations. 
Another cause is protectionism 
in the rich world which costs the 
poor world a further S50 billion a 
year in lost exports. 

7. That demilitarisation 
should begin in the poor world 
and that falling arms expendi- 
tures in the rich world should 
be linked to increases in aid 
for development 

The State of the World’s Chil- 
dren report calculates that the 
amount now spent on the world's 
military exceeds the combined 
annual incomes of the poorest 
half of humanity. The goals of die 
World Summit for Children — 
including drastic reductions in. 
malnutrition and disease and a 
basic education for all children — 
could be met by reallocating just 
10 per cent of military expendi- 
ture in the developing world and 
one per cent in the industrialised 
world. 

8. That the chains of Afri- 
ca’s debt be struck off. 

Africa is only managing to pay 
one third of the interest due on its 
debts. Even this is absorbing a 
quarter of all its export earnings 
and costing the continent, each 
.year, more than its total spending 
on the health and education of its 
people. "If Africa is not to be left 
behind as the rest of the world 
struggles towards a new peace 
and a new prosperity,” says UN- 
ICEF. “Then the ways and means 
should now be found to absolve 
Africa of the great majority of its 
bilateral and international 


which the people of the de- 



Tbe education of prl 

Nettling else has such power to improve family health, slow 
popySatiou growth and improve the lives of women themselves (File 
photo) 


debts.” 

9. That a new world order 
should oppose the apartheid of 
gender as vigorously as the 
apartheid of race. 


The women of the developing 
world do a disproportionate 
amount of the Third Worlds 
work but are generally rewarded 
with less food, less health care, 
less education, less training, less 
leisure, less income, less rights 
and less protection, says the re- 
port. Discrimination is most pro- 
nounced in South Asia where 
more than a million girls die 
each year simply because thev are 
bom female." 
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Boom or bust, pawnbroking 
thrives again in Britain 


■ t. s * By Paul Holmes 

■ Neuter 

^ V 
**V. \ 

jOfJDON — If you're short of a 
pounds to paytfae gas bill or a 

- v-* few thousand to fund your latest 

purchase and the bank 

- 'tffliKJger won't listen, chances are 
* % pawnbroker will. 

; Britons with something of 

?* 'flhie to “bode” — it could be a 
' Wishing trawler or even a stuffed 
■- : ' jsh — - are turning in growing 
"lumbers to pawn lookers for a 
pick, no questions asked loan as 
t , 'jie profession sheds its seedy 

- /ictorian ' image of penury and 

- ^ jsmy. 

And, with Britain’s economy in 
•; ' Jeep recession after a boom in 

he 1980s, pawnbrokers say they 

■ -jre one sector that isn't feeling 
If the pinch. 

-Z' “It’s a growing business all the 
'rime,” said Stephen Squire, man- 
aging director of the London 
Pledge Company, one of the 
r ^v,-oew recruits" to the list of pawn- 
brokers to set up shop, 
j p “The only effect the recession 
5 V & having on us perhaps is that a 
few more items are not being 
. ' redeemed than normal.” 

' Mr. Squire's company, in the 

- . ~ capital's northern Angel District, 

'differs from most pawnbrokers, 
which tend to accept only jewel- 
; •" iery or precious metals, ft will 
lend money on almost any item 
: the value of which it can ascer- 

tain. 


“We draw the line at fur 
coats.” Mr. Squire, 27. ‘It’s not 
that we wouldn't buy them but we 
can't sell them.” 

Mr. Squire, who founded his 
business in 1986, was once 
offered a fishing trawler but 
turned it down because the man 
seeking the loan could not agree 
where it should be harboured. 

He says be has lent 100,000 
pounds (Si 83 ,000) on a Ferrari 
Testarossa car and his current 
stock of Ritzy motor vehicles 
includes a gleaming Harley Davi- 
son motorbike. He has also had 
two London buses and a helicop- 
ter. 

Customers — about 300 a week 
— range from housewives pawn- 
ing gold rings to make ends meet 
to fresh-faced “yuppy” business- 
men needing quick cash to fi- 
nance a property deal, pay off 
stock market losses or buy in to ■ 
the latest share offer. 

“Lots of people get in a tight 
spot and you can't take your car 
to the bank or your Rolex 
(watch)," said Mr. Squire. 

“With the right item you can 
borrow 100,000 pounds from 
us in a matter of hours. Go to a 
bank and it’s a board meeting and 
they want your left lung too,” he 
said at his office, graced by a 
mahogany grandfather clock 
pawned until June, 1992. 

Golf clubs, fishing rods — even 
a stuffed fish in a glass case — 


musical instruments, cameras, 
watches, jewellery and art works 
are among items at Mr. Squire’s 
premises, a former bank equip- 
ped with security cameras, alarms 
and glass screens. 

Pawnbrokers lend money on 
items of value and charge interest 
on the loan. Hie item is held as 
security and becomes the pawn- 
broker's property if the loan is 
not repaid within six months, but 
profits from the sale most be 
given to the customer. 

Interest rates, currently 50-60 
per cent on an annualised basis, 
are more than twice those of 
banks but pawnbrokers say short- 
term loans on small sums can 
work out cheap. 

“We even get people referred 
to us by banks, ” said Mr. Squire. 

Pawnbroking, symbolised in 
Britain by the sign of three gol- 
den balls outside shops, was 
known to have existed in China 
also long as 3,000 years ago. 

In Britain, it used to be associ- 
ated with working-class misery — 
pawning pots, pans and bed lined 
to buy food — or rakish aristoc- 
rats selling the family heirlooms. 

Charles Dickens, chronicler of 
the worst of 19th century Eng- 
land, called pawnbrokers’ shops 
“receptacles for misery and dis- 
tress." A derogatory jibe to de- 
scribe an unpreindpled character 
is that “he would even pawn his 
own grandmother.” 


Poll tax dodgers could 
change election outcome 


Most shops faded out of exist- 
ence after World War u with 
increased affluence and state so- 
cial security handouts, but the 
industry staged a comeback in the 
mid-1980s at the height of Bri- 
tain's credit-driven “loads of 
money” boom. 

The National Association of 
Pawnbrokers claims 200 mem- 
bers, many with several shops, 
against 40 or so in the late 1970s. 

“The type of customer has 
changed completely. They are the 
middle or upper classes rather 
than the lower classes. They 
could be seeking short-term cash 
to pay private school foes or a 
sld-ing holiday,” said the associa- 
tion’s Harvey Beli-Robem. 

According to Mr. Bell- 
Roberts, business has boomed 
both because of increased accep- 
tability of credit in general and 
legislation which regulates the 
industry in much the same way as 
banks. 

Some 80 per cent of items 
pawned are redeemed, said Mr. 
BeU-Roberts. And though pawn-’ 
brokers' discretion means they 
are never to ask what customers 
want money for, some visitors are 
only to ready to tell. 

“One woman who came in here 
handed over 6.000 pounds 
($11,000) worth of jewellery and 
got in a cab to the gambling 
casino,” said Mr. Squire. 


By Maureen Johnson 

The Associated Press 


LONDON — “We don't want no 
vote here get lost" a cockney 
voice shouted through the grimy 
entry phone of a peeling row 
house in the south London 
borough of Lambeth. The phone 
clicked off. 

The man was one of a legion of 
voters who have dropped from 
the rolls in hopes of avoiding a 
hated per-head tax for local ser- 
vices. Their disappearance could 
save the Conservative govern- 
ment from defeat in the forth- 
coming general election. 

For the Conservatives, who in- 
troduced the “poll tax” in Eng- 
land in 1989. the shrinking elec- 
toral roll is an ironic reward for a 
political blunder. 

The unpopularity of the tax 
helped bring down Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher. Her suc- 
cessor, John Major, has lowered 
the rate and promises to scrap the 
tax entirely next year. 

Analysts say most of the esti- 
mated 250,000 lost voters are 
low-income residents of inner 
cities - who traditionally support 
Labour the main opposition par- 
’ty. Their logic in staying off the 
voting rolls is that the local au- 
thorities that register voters also 
draw up the tax Uses. 


Win some , lose some 

‘When it comes to war plays, the new Trevor 
Griffith is no match for an old Arthur Miller ’ 


By John Peter 


VHEN the Mother of All Battles 
•egan in the Gulf a year ago, 
tobody quite knew die things 
hat would result from it. One of 
hem is Trevor Griffith's new 
■day. “The Gulf Between Us” 
West Yorkshire Playhouse, .:j* 


puzzled. Why does such a small 
job need a British bmlcfing con- 
tractor. Why is it so important to 
repair this wall? Q early nobody 
is up to any good. But Griffiths 
commits the serious tactical mis- 
take of making the situation so 
improbable and impenetrable 
that guessing die plot is like 


.eeds) begins promisingly 5 

ootigh. We are on a bomb site/ « ! ^ de, } ng whom, and why? It 

iresumably in Baghdad. One- ** *1**™ £5 

fA U ™ been used as a creche, but that 


smaei (Akram Telawe) is in 
harge- The dialogue is in Arabic. 
V terrified Arab in a peaked cap 
; brought in and summarily ex- 
erted. In the distance an oil 
e finery is being bombed. 

Enter Ryder, a sharp, oaf- 
looking little man (Paul Slack), 
ram the Manchester area, I 
should think. He is a budding 
□□tractor who stayed behind 
hen war began. Now be wants 
-rt. but the price of his exit visa is 
> repair a 4 metre-high hole 
lade by a nrissle in the wall erf a 
oly shrine. Ryder is expertly 
reseated. He is the English 
wiring-class managerial type 
perating mixture of snooty bull- 
ig and chummy subservience, 
spending on the importance of 
-Me foreigner he’s dealing with, 
.inter Raphael Finbar O’Toole 
Dave Hill), who may or may not 
s a gilder, or a reporter from 
he Sun. Is he, you wonder, 
pecial Air Service (SAS)? He 
terns to know the terrain and to 
oderstand Arabic: whose side is 
e on? 

Ryder is not the only one to be 


the children were bussed out in 
time- An Arab woman doctor 
(Salwa Nakkarah) wants to in- 
spect the building before the waD 
is repaired — but why is that so 
urgent? Has the shrine no door? 

It takes two-and-a-half hours 
for the truth to dawn: the shrine 
also had some obscure military 
use, and the children were kept 
there to deter allied attack. But 
of course. Griffiths says, the allies 
bombed it anyway. The man ex- 
ecuted by Iraqis at the beginning 
was the driver of the school bus, 
who cooM not be allowed to live 
and tell that he had to drive die 
bus away empty and let the chil- 
dren die. In other words, this is 
not quite the anti- West play that 
the pre-production boo-hah 
might have suggested. True, 
there is a passionate and stupe- 
fyingly clich£-ridjden anti- 
American speech by the doctor, 
just to reassure the faint-hearted. 
But Griffiths is essentially an 
old-fashioned English radical, 
with a profound loathing of pow- 
er structures, operators, armies 


and wars, who hates both sides 
with an almost impartial, puritan- 
ical ferocity. 

Politically, he does not even 
begin to grapple with the sinister 
imptications of the Gulf war. His 
aim iS" to show die squalid des- 
truction it wreaks on the smaller 
fry. But the writing entirely lacks 
the force of Griffiths’s indigna- 
tion. It is plodding, self-righteous 
and dreary: not the language of 
the state but the lan gnagp of the 
pulpit. And this from one of our 
foremost playwrights, author of 
Comedians and The Party? The 
mind boggles. 


THEATRE REVIEW 


Arthur Milter's “All My Sons’* 
(Young Vic) is also about the 
price of war, but Miller’s argu- 
ment is both more lucid and more 
profound. We have often been 
told, including by Miller himself, 
how much be owes to Ibsen, 
morally and technically. But in 
feet, like Ibsen, he is also one of 
our links to the Greeks. Like 
Ibsen, he has die passion of Aes- 
chylus and Sophocles for folding 
the causes of the present in the 
half-buried past, and the sombre 
gift of reflecting great moral and 
political issues in primal family 
confrontations. 

All My Sons is saying that wars 
are caused and managed by 
fathers, but fought by sons, and 


they bring in their wake great 
Oedipal hatreds. Joe Keller, the 
manufacturer who knowingly 
ships faulty parts to the air force 
where his son serves, is a small 
town Agamemnon who ends up 
sacrificing his own and other peo- 
ple’s children in the name of 
business expediency. 

Ian Bannen ’s performance in 
the rote is a major event. He 
plays Joe with shifty eyes and a 
foxy smile: an anxious survivor 
who is not quite sure whether he 
wants rea ssu ran c e or needs it. 
Like most of Miller’s heroes, he is 
a failed father who wants to 
exercise benevolent power, but 
entirely on his own terms. He is 
rattled when the benevolence is 
questioned, and shattered when 
the power is taken away. Ban- 
nen’s bearing has a desperate 
jauntiness, wiry but slightly fati- 
gued. It costs an effort because, 
as the actor dearly knows, Joe 
has spent all his fife bounding 
bade, and it has taken its toll. 

This is a granite performance, 
all the more powerful for its sense 
of the deep cracks and fissures in 
the soul. There turns out to be 
something almost majestic about 
thin little man who stands so 
stubbornly on ground that he 
knows to be shifting. His wife 
Kate (Marjorie Yates) is the only 
me who knows everything and 
who understands, lovingly and 
pityingly, why Joe’s joviality is 
tinged with desperation. And die 
two actors play together with an 
.aching, mutually responsive de- 


licacy, like two master instru- 
ments in a sonata. 

The end of David Thacker’s 
masterful production is simple 
bat terrible. As in the great 
Greek dramas, the issues are 
pride, honour and the moral price 
you pay for them, with your body 
and your soul. It is one of the 
mysteries of our time that the 
Americans, who still stubbornly 
aspire to the moral leadership of 
the world, do not revere in Miller 
a moral giant of their own litera- 
ture. He is one of the few people 
who could show them, as hie does 
at the end of this play, that 
tragedy for men and nations con- 
sists not only in destruction but in 
survival. 

What Americans seem to like 
are plays like Tina Howe’s 
“Painting Churches’* (Play- 
house), a thin, slack, overwritten 
and unfunny coniedy that I'm 
told did well in New York. The 
Churches, a near-senile Boston 
poet and his brooding wife (Les- 
lie Phillips and Siftn Phillips), are 
visited by their painter daughter 
from New York (Josie Lawr- 
ence), who wants to paint them. 
Will they pose like Grant Wood’s 
American Gothic, or Miche- 
langelo’s PietA (pronounced Pee- 
Ater)? 

The second half declines 
abruptly into grim, gooey sen- 
timentality, like a precocious 
adolescent imitating both Check- 
bov and Tennessee Williams. 
What is the poor old West End 
coming to? — The Sunday Tunes. 


From a national roll of 43.5 
million voters, the drop is small. 
But the effect could be crucial in 
a few dozen marginal districts 
where party strength is nearly 
equal. 

Mr. Major must call an election 
by the end of the Conservatives' 
five-year term in July. The date is 
expected to be April 9 or May 7. 

Labour, neck-and-neck with 
the Conservatives in opinion polls 
after 13 years of opposition, is 
canv assing key districts, urging 
the reluctant to register. 

Hackney, is the East End, has 
lost the most voters of any Lon- 
don borough — 31,000 from the 
132,000 registered in 1991. Lam- 
beth has lost 7,000 of 177,000. 

“We’re extremely worried,” 
said David Salisbury-Jones, the 
Labour campaign manager in 


Streatham, a 60,519-voter par- 
liamentary district within Lam- 
beth. The Conservatives held 
Streatham in the 1987 election by 
2.407 votes. 

The man who shouted at a 
reporter through the entry phone 
was one of hundreds who told 
Labour Party canvassers they 
won’t register for fear of being 
caught for the poll tax. 

“There's a clear link in peo- 
ple’s minds between registering 
to vote and registering for the 
poll tax,” Mr. Salisbuiy-Jones 
said in an interview. “There’s no 
doubt that poorly paid people 
who are more likely to be voting 
Labour are less likely to be res- 
gistering." 

The Electoral Reform Society, 
an independent body that moni- 
tors elections, finds the implica- 


tions alarming. 

“This drop is quite unique and 
in some areas quite phenomen- 
al,” said its spokesman, Simon 
Osborn. “We think it would be a 
bad day for democracy if this 
general election were to be com- 
promised by lack of registration 
of voters.” 

“Labour needs to win 95‘ dis- 
tricts plus the seals it holds now 
to have a majority in the House 
of Commons. 

An analysis the reform society 
published in January found the 
number of voters had fallen since 
1987 in 32 of the marginal battieg- 
rounds now held by Conserva- 
tives. 

In Streatham, for example, the 
decline was 4,675 — double the 
number of votes Labour needs to 
overturn the Tory majority. 
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Malaysia completes 4-1 win 
over Jordan in Davis Cup 


KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies) 
— Malaysia completed a 4-1 win 
over Jordan in their Davis Cap, 
Affla-Oceania Zone Group 2, tie 
after the reverse singles Sunday. 

Jordan's No. 1 seeded Hani A1 
Ali scored Jordan's only wfn a 
64, 6-2 victory over Rahizan 
Rahim. 

'Malaysian No. 2 Ramayan 
Ramachandran beat his Jorda- 
nian counterpart Imad Abu Ham- 
da 6-2, 4-6, 64. 

On Saturday, Malaysia’s Adam 
Malik and Ramayan Ramachan- 
dran won the doubles match as 
they beat Ali and Saleh Bushnaq 
64, 6-2, 6-3. 

In the opening matches of the 
first round of the Davis Cup 
Malaysia beat Jordan in the sing- 
les matches Friday as Ramachan- 
dran beat Ali 7-5. 64. 3-6. 6-1, 
while Malaysian No. I Malik 
defeated Abu Hamda in straight 
sets 6-0, 6-2, 6-2. 

Jordan will now face Singapore 
who lost to Thailand, while Thai- 
land and Malaysia will face off in 
group's qualifier. 

Brazil 2, Germany 1 

Jaime Ondns won the final set 
of his suspended match to beat 
Carl-Uwe Steeb and Cassio Mot- 
ta and Fernando Roese combined 
to rout Boris Becker and Eric 
Jelen in doubles 7-5. 6-3, 6-3' 
Saturday, polling Brazil within 
one victory of eliminating the 
1989 champs from the first round 
of the Davis Cup. 

Oncins, 79th in the ATP tour 
rankings, started the day leading 
63. 4-o, 62, 2-1 horn a match that 
was called because darkness, and 
used a mix of topsin lobs and 
drop shots to complete bis four- 
set victory 7-6 (7-5) to even the 
best-of-five series at one match 
apiece. 

On Friday in Rio De Janeiro, 


Boris Becker staged a dramatic 
rally to defeat Luiz Mattar in a 
4 Vi- hour match — 64, 5-7, 1-6, 
7-6 (7-2), 60 — that gave Ger- 
many an opening victory over 
Brazil. 

In the doubles, Becker and 
Jelen led 4-1 in the opening set, 
but Motta and Roese won the 
next three games, broke the Ger- 
mans in the 11th and served out 
for the set. In the second, the 
Brazilians broke the Germans in 
the first and ninth games, winning 
the set when Motta split Jelen 
and Becke for a winner. 

Brazil earned the only break of 
tbe third set in the eighth game to 
lead 5-3 and Motta held serve for 
the victory. 

The Brazil- Germ any match 
was one of eight World Group 
matches in Davis Cup play being 
contested this weekend. In other 
matches Saturday, Australia 
completed its 3-0 sweep of an 
undermanned Yugoslavia 3-0; 
Switzerland completed its win 
over Netherlands 3-0; Czechoslo- 
vakia did the same to Belgium; 
France finished off Britain 3M); 
Italy took a 2-1 lead over Spain; 
and the United States clinched its 
victory over Argentina. 

Later Saturday, Canada had a 
chance to upset Sweden, entering 
their doubles match with a sur- 
prising 2-0. 

Canada 2, Sweden I 

At Vancouver. British Columbia, 
Stefan Edberg and Anders Jarryd 
defeated Grant Connell and 
Glenn Michibata 3-6, 63. 64. 
64, in a doubles match that cut 
Canada’s lead to 2-1. 

The victory enabled Sweden to 
avoid elimination from first- 
round World Group play for the 
third year in a row after losing 
Friday night’s opening two singles 
matches in die best-of-5 series. 


France 3, Britain 0 

In Bayonne, France, Guy 
Forget and Henri Leconte com- 
bined for a 63, 64, 4-6, 7-6 (74) 
victory over Jeremy Bates and 
Smith African-born Neal Broad. 
The victory gave the defending 
champions their its first victory 
since they won the cup over the 
United States in December. 

Australia 3, Yugoslavia 0 

John Fitzgerald and Todd 
Woodb ridge combined for a 7-5, 
63, 7-6 (7-2) doubles win over 
the much-lesser experienced 
Aleksandar Kipinov and Nebojsa 
Djordjervic, sending their coun- 
try into the second round of the 
Davis Cup. 

The pairing of Kipinov and the 
18-year-old Djorjervic was forced 
after Yugoslavia’s player. Slobo- 
dan Zivojinovic, defaulted from 
his singles match against Richard 
From berg Friday because of a 
back injury and was unable to 
play in Saturday’s doubles. 

The veteran team of Fitzgerald 
and Woodbridge took advantage 
of frequent errors on service re- 
turns and at the net by the Djord- 
jervic. Tbe Australia-Yugoslavia 
match was played in Nicosia, 
Cyprus, because of political strife 
in Yugoslavia. 

United States 3, Argentina 0 

At Kohala Coast, Hawaii, John 
McEnroe and Rick Leach awoke 
from a first-set stupor and domin- 
ated Javier Frana and Christian- 
Miniussi 67. 62, 62, 61. The 
U.S. team’s next opponent will 
be Czechoslovakia, which elimin- 
ated Belgium in another first- 
round series Saturday. 

McEnroe and Leach, playing 
as a doubles team for the first 
time, took control after losing 
seven consecutive points in the 


White wins Auckland final 


AUCKLAND. New Zealand 
(AP) — Unseeded American 
Robin White won her first 
tournament for seven years Sun- 
day, beating top-seeded Andrea 
Stmadova of Czechoslovakia m 
the final of the $100,000 Nutri- 
Metics Classic women's- tennis 
tournament. 

White combined power and 
subtlety to defeat Stmadova 2-6, 
64, 63. 

It was the second straight year 


Stmadova was beaten finalist and 
the third time she had made a 
final in New Zealand and lost. 

White, a 28-yer-old from Del 
Mar, California, earned $18,000 
for her victory. Her last tourna- 
ment win came in the Virginia 
Slims of Pennsylvania in 1985. 

^.^qadqva served powerfully, 
but a back strain affected her 
mobility and White was eventual- 
ly able to dominate at the net. 


Sabatini beats Navratilova 
in Pan- Pacific Open final 


Austrian wins slalom 
in World Cup skiing 


GRINDELWALD, Switzerland 
(AP) — Monika Maierhofer, 
often a runnerup but never be- 
fore a winner, turned her dreams 
into reality Sunday by capturing a 
World Cup slalom. 

“I had a dream two nights ago 
that I would win here in Grindel- 
wald," the Austrian said after 
defeating Sweden's Pernilla 
Wiberg by nearly half a second. 

Maierhofer, 25, who had 
finished second in eight slaloms 
since 1987, won the last race 
before the Olympics with a time 
of 1 minute, 13.99 seconds for the 
two runs. 

Wiberg, world champion in the 
giant slalom, was second in 
1:14.46 and Annelise Coberger of 
New Zealand was third in 1:14.48 — 
the third time this season she has 
been in the top three of a slalom. 

“It was a good day for me, 
especially since it was an easy, 
short course and tilt's not normal- 
ly good for me.” said Coberger, 
who won a slalom in mid-January 
in Hinterstoder. Austria. 


Coberger. the only New 
Zealander on the ski circuit, had 
a loud cheering section that 
waved banners and rang* Swiss 
cowbells. 

“I guess since there were no 
Swiss girls on contention, they 
thought: ‘Here's a remote coun- 
try. let’s cheer for her,’" Cober- 
ger said of her new fans. 

The top American was Eva 
Twardokens, who finished 13th in 
1:16.49. Teammate Julie Parisien 
was fifth on the first run, but 
missed a gate on the second run 
and did not finish. 

Parisien was skiing in her first 
race since breaking her left wrist 
and losing four teeth in a pair of 
skiing accidents two weeks ago. 
She sided with a cast on her wrist. 

Sabine Ginther of Austria won 
a weekend combined event, 
which consisted of results of the 
slalom added to those of Satur- 
day’s downhill. Ginther, who 
won the downhill, was ninth in 
the slalom. 


TOKYO (AP) — Martina Navra- 
tilova’s bid for a record 158 th 
tournafnent title fell victim Sun- 
day to Gabriela Sabatini ’s stream 
of pinpoint serve returns and 
passing shots. - - ' 

In a repeat of last year's "final, 
the top-seeded Sabatini beat the 
second-seeded Navratilova 62, 
4-6, 62 for the singles title of the 
Toray Pan Pacific Open tennis 
tournament. 

‘‘She (Sabatini) played well 
and I didn’t. My serves did not 
have good placement so she made 
good returns, forcing me on to 
defence,” Navratilova said. 

The 35-year-old Navratilova 
defeated Monica Seles in the 1991 
Virginia Slims of California for 
her 157th career title, tying the 
longstanding record set by fellow 
American Chris Evert. 

“I think I played very good, 
especially returns and passing 
shots, but my first serves were 
short,” said Sabatini, 21, of 
Argentina, after improving her 
record against Navaratilova to 
4-14. 


Navratilova said she would 
keep playing as long as she still 
can do weD competitively. 

‘‘I am doing well and still en- 
joying it. Then the money is great 
and the attention is great.” she 
added. .... 

Playing before 7,000 spectators 
on the artificial court of the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Gymna- 
sium, Sabatini used her sharply 
angled serve return to break 
serve in the first game after three 
deuces. 

She broke again in the seventh 
game, helped by Navratilova's 
first double fault, and then had to 
overcome two double faults of 
ber own to keep service in the 
fust set’s final game. 

Sabatini let a 3-1 lead slip away 
in the second set, but quickly 
raced to a 4-1 lead in the third. 
The next game went through nine 
deuces before Sabatini kept serve 
when Navratilova netted a re- 
turn. 

She wrapped up the nearly 
two-hour match with a cross court 
backhand. 


Jordan wins silver medal in 
Asian tae kwon do tourney 


first-set tiebreaker. The Amer- 
icans broke service in tbe opening 
game of the second set, complet- 
ing it when Frana's backhand 
return was out. McEnroe and 
Lead got another break in the 
set, two in the third and three in 
tbe fourth. 

Italy 2, Spain 1 

At Bolzano, Italy, Omar Cam- 
porese and Diego Nargiso defe- 
ated Emilio Sanchez and Sergio 
Casal 7-6 (74), 63, 64, to put 
the Italians within one win of 
advancing. “The key to the match 
was the tie-break,” Nargiso said. 
“We won that, Omar bad a good 
second set, he was responding 
well and it was all easy.” 

Casal lost on his serve in the 
fourth game and eighth games of 
the second set, and they lost his 
serve again in the third game of 
the final set on his fourth double 
faulte of the match. 

Switzerland 3, Netherlands 0 

At the Hague, Netherlands, 
Marc Rosset and Jakob Hlasek 
overwhelmed the Netherlands' 
Paul Haartauis and Mark Koever- 
mans 62. 5-7 63, 61. Rosset's 
serve Hlasek's volleying overpo- 
wered die Dutch, sending the 
Swiss into the quarterfinals 
against France. 

Czechoslovakia 3, Belgium 0 

In Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
Petr Korda and Cyril Suk easily 
beat Tom Van Houdt and Eduar- 
do Masso 63, 63, 63. Korda and 
Suk proved too experienced for 
tbe Belgium doable, overwhelm- 
ing them at the net and winning in 
little over 1 Vz hours. “The U.S. 
team will be a big bite to chew,” 
Korda said. “A lot will depend on 
the surface." 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
Anwar Fabed Sunday lost 5-2 
to Saeed Abassi of Iran In the 
quarterfinals of tbe 76-83 kg. 
category, condudfng tbe Jorda- 
man team’s in the IQtb 

Asian Tae Kwoo Do Cham- 
pions hip in the Malaysian 
capital, Kuala Lumpur. 

Ammar earlier beat Michael 
Haney of New 4 - 2 . 

On Saturday Hussein Makki 


secured a silver medal for Jor- 
dan in the 54-58 kg. category. 

Makki dedicated his victory 
to ffis Majesty King Hussein, 
whom he wished a speedy re- 
covery, and to EEs Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan for 
hb support of the tae kwon do 
national team and the sports 
movement in tbe Kingdo m, as 
wefi as to the Jordanian people. 


Per kins breaks swimming record 


CANBERRA, Australia (R) — 
Australian Kieren Perkins set 
himself up as favourite for this 
year's Barcelona Olympic Games 
by smashing the 1500 metres 
short course world record at the 
second Grand Prix swim meet in 
Canberra Sunday. 

Perkins docked a time of 14 
minutes 32.40 seconds to take a 


staggering 5.2 seconds off tbe old 
world standard time set by the 
Soviet Union’s Wadimir Salnikov 
in 1985. 

Perkins lapped second 
placegetter and arch rival Glen 
Housman who finished in a time 
of 15 minutes 07.12 seconds, 
more than two-and-a-balf laps 
behind. 


Cash, morale problems 
hit CIS Olympic hopes 


MOSCOW (R) — Five orphans 
from the most powerful family in 
Winter Olympics history arrive in 
Albertville this week short of 
cash and low on morale. 

The team from the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) is confident only that the 
days when Soviet athletes took 
home the pick of tbe gold medals 
are, like the Soviet Union itself, a 
thing of the past. 

Only twice in Olympic history 
had the Soviet team failed to 
head the medals table at a winter 
games in which they partidpated. 
In Calgary four years ago the 
Soviet Union won 29 medals, 
including 11 golds. 

CIS team leaders see united 
Germany as favourites to lead the 
medals table in tbe French Alps, 
vrith Norway dose behind. Nor- 
way was the last non-Communist 
country to emerge top, in Greno- 
ble in 1968. 

Viktor Mamatov, in charge of 
overall Olympic preparations, 
told TASS News Agency recently 
that Germany could win 30 med- 
als, induding 10 to 11 golds at the 
Feb. 8-23 games. 

The CIS would win 25-27 med- 
als, he forecast, with their gold 
tally equal to Norway’s — nine to 
10 . . . • 

Five of the 11 Commonwealth 1 
states are represented in tbe CIS 
team — Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 

In theory the team should be as 
strong as ever. The only former 
medal-winner missing is cross- 
country skier Vida Vintsene, now 
competing for the separate 
Lithuanian team. 

But there is a huge question 
mark over the team's morale, 
following tbe break-up of the 
Soviet Union in December and 
the political and economic tur- 
moil at home. 

Tbe combined team will com- 
pete without a national flag as 
there is no single state. Winners 
will be honoured l/ raising the 
five-ringed Olympic flag to the 
playing of the Olympic anthem. 
Many are bitter about tbe loss of 
national identity. 


“We are not without kith or 
kin. All my life I competed for 
my motherland, for my country, 
for my flag. And now we appear 
to be orphans,” speed skater 
Nikolai Gulyaev said recently 

The finandal incentives are not 
likely to inspire team members. 
Winners in individual events will 
receive $3,000, runners-up 
$2,000, bronze medallists SI ,000. 

The team can only pay its way 
to France thanks to support from 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee and a controversial con- 
tract with the giant sports com- 
pany Adidas. 

Team selectors appear to have 
played safe and banked on ex- 
perience in most events. One 
exception is ice hockey. 

The squad picked by coaches 
Viktor Tikhonov and Vladimir 
Yursinov is young, by necessity 
because former Soviet stars play- 
ing abroad and dubs in the North 
American NHL will not release 
them for the games. 

Neverthless, the coaches hope 
to beat off challenges from Cana- 
da, Sweden and United States 
believing tbe young players, ea- 
ger to win a good contract 
abroad, pill be inspired. ... 

The' traditional strengths of the 
formej-.Soviet squad are stiJJ there 
in figure skating, cross-country 
skiing and biathlon. 

The best hopes lie with cross- 
country skiing. Women’s events 
were dominated by Yelena 
Vyalbe and tbe relay team last 
season. 

Even withont Vintsene, the 
CIS team is the front-runner in 
every cross-country event. Olym- 
pic champions Tamara Tikhono- 
va, Svetlana NageOdna and 1990 
World Cup winner Larisa Lazuti- 
na will provide strong support to 
Vyalbe. 

And, of course, there is Raisa 
Smetanina, turning 40 on Feb. 
29. This will be her fifth Olympics 
and she has won medals at each 
of tbe previous four. 

Hie biathlon team is experi- 
enced and beaded by Valery 
Medvedtsev, bolder of one Olym- 
pic and numerous world titles. 


GOREN BRIDGE 





IF IT WERE > 
A MOOSE AND 
A CAT, I'D 
HAVE NO 
TROUBLE AT 
, ALL! J 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAH HIRSCH 

■ 1991 IriOLK* UWJ 1 Inc 


Andy Capp 


TRY BOTH POSSIBILITIES 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

♦ A K 

■: J 8 6 5 

' K 8 7 6 

♦ 5 4 3 

WEST EAST 

* Void ♦ J 10 3 2 

10 7 : Q 9 4 2 

:< Q J 10 4 3 2 . A 9 5 

* J 10 8 7 6 * K9 

SOUTH 

♦Q987654 
. A K 3 

• Void 

* A Q 2 
The bidding: 

North . East South West 

Pass Pass 1 * Pass 

2 NT Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lend: Queen nf 
One of the attractions of bridge is 
that it can be enjoyed by players of 
all levels of skill Perhaps that is 
because, even at the expert level, 
you can make mistakes without 
even realizing you have done some- 
thing wrong! 

North had a difficult bid in make. 
Two no trump probably fits the bill 
as well as any, and South knew 
where tbe hand should be played. 
True, given the right hand there 
could be a laydown slam, but since 
North didn't open the bidding and 


rated to have some wasted values in 
diamonds, four spades was the judi- 
cious decision. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
hand and a trump to the king re- 
vealed there was a trump loser as 
well as one in diamonds. Since de- 
clarer could not afford two club los- 
ers. the remaining trump was 
cashed and the club finesse was tak- 
en. When the queen held, declarer 
claimed the contract. 

While this approach might seem 
impeccable on the surface, declarer 
actually misplayed the hand. What 
if the king of dubs was offside? In- 
stead of putting all the Nnrth-South 
eggs in the basket of the club fi- 
nesse, declarer should have played 
for an additional chance— a favor- 
able position in hearts. 

Correct technique is to cash the 
king of hearts and then test trumps. 
When West shows ouu declarer 
abandons trumps and leads another 
heart to the ace. then plays a third 
round of Lhe suit If hearts are 3-3. 
or should West turn up wjlh the 
queen, declarer will have set up the 
jack of heaksjBnd can discard a club 
on that winner. The ace of trumps is 
the entry to the board. Since noth- 
ing favorable happens on this lay- 
out, declarer is forced to fall back on 
the club finesse. 



IT’S NCfTSO MUCH THEY 
MINti 'EM BEING A t— ' 
, H.IRT- rr*s MOW 
YOU FOUND OUT) 




Mutt'n’Jeff 


' VOUR 6lRL,\[ ' YEH.NONE FELL 
FNrFP SAID |l LAST NIGHT- 


VOU COULD i 
KISS HER 
ONLY WHEN ' 
A STAR FELL? 


BUT ITS GONnA 
be different 

TONIGHT — J 
^-1 YESSlR.i I 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 3. 1992 

By Thames S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carrel: filter Fomdarv, 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: With 
the New Moon in Aquarius as well 
as the Sun Mercury and Saium it is 
a time for brilliant ideas, ingenuity 
and the resourcefulness to reduce 
them to a workable level bringing 
maximum benefits. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
will enhance the value of your daily 
routine activities and that you have 
not tried before this but is proven 
can be helpful to you. 

TAURUS; (April 20 no May 20) 
You will find that some accepted 
methods you have not yet utilized 
to improve your appearance and 
increase your charm can be of 
service to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21} 
Your home needs to have a little 
toning up in ways you have some- 
time intended but have not gotten 
around doing so get into such 
improvements now. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) In your messages and 
correspondence today stick to 
those answers to which no excep- 
tion can be taken but that present a 
new standpoint. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Think 
about the various repairs you can 
make here and there on your prop- 
erty and possessions and you will 
be able to greatly enhance their 
value. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You find some prominent 


friends are in the mood to give you 
the benefiting ways they have sue. 
cessful that can von your 
personal aims. 

LIBRA: (September 23 tte Octo- 
ber 22) Put yourself in h pwitoa 

io uncover the mforroariwo wu 
need that «n aid you m projecting 
a course of action that can bring 
you more success. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Nowm- 
ber 21) A discriminating- and par- 
ticular minded fnend'vrtfl extend to 
you some ideas by which you will 
be able 10 achieve wishes that seem 
far away 

SAGITTARIUS: ( November 22 to 
December 2!) More inspired en- 
thusiasm to make your vocational 
activities be in tunc with cuncei 
successful outlets can be a put to 
you now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Data that can be of 
service' to you is available to you 
from persons of a different back- 
ground and experiences wbo are 
your admirers so seek them out. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 tto 
February IV) Whatever you have 
in mind about business matters can 
be up graded by some formulas 
satisfying lo others that you have 
not yet pul in effect. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Look at what partners and 
asso ciates away from your home 
desire from you for by going along 
with accepted ideas they bnng suc- 
cess to a joint project. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

HAteiS8~io| 




‘My doctor told me to eat less 
red meat. So Pm having 
cookies for dinner." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

® --t>y Henri Arnold and Bet Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


VELOH 



l->Vv 


rtmm. 


INSEG 


ur 

□ 

□ 




PRAULB 


FiMsrr 


Answer here: THEIR 


THAT NUS5E 
CHECKED THE 
PATIENTS' PULSES 5 JT 
MORE OFTEN TH 13 . 

^ j 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the Above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbteK SHAKY AFTER FLEECE WINTRY 

Answer How a poker player conceals his hand — 

WTTH HIS FACE 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Will Thomas 


ACROSS 
t Sale condition 
words 

S Roasting sttak 
9 Certain 
European 
13 Spaghetti 

15 Antler branch 

16 Accurate 

17 Ready to be 
used 

16 Pound 

19 "Thia one’s — 

20 hems tor lucky 

ticket holders 

22 Vary fumy one 

23 Turner 

24 Fudd 

26 of Sevtte'' 

30 Happy 

31 Needle case 

32 Singer Pinza 
35 Drive 

39 Moslem bigwigs 

41 Unretumabte 
serve 

42 and Bess'' 

43 Musical 
composition 

44 Roman emperor 
485*1*) 

47 Walt patiently 
49 FootbaS plays 
51 Monte- 
53 Manages (with 

difficulty) 

55 Town of a 
miracle 

56 Clever Idea 
62 Sports arena 
83 Reynolds 

64 Artery 

65 Trotsky 

88 Put In neutral 
67 Impressionist 

88 — with (treats 
cavalierly) 

89 Loch- 
70 At sea 

DOWN 

1 Footless 

2 Mans sana m 
corpora — 

3 Ratio words 

4 Afdebaran for 
one 



C1B01 Tifeuw Unta Son 
U Rignts Re&enae 

5 Toby's kin 

8 Snack item 
/Concerning 
SThistlefice 

flower 

9 ProtecflVB 

portals 

10 “Sesame 

Street" name 

11 Hearsay 

12 Vegetable 
14 Last meal in 

Eden? 

2 i Scarce 

25 Light vessel? 

26 Suds 

27 Sphere peg™ 
zb Destroy 

29 Ninnies 

30 Man on the 
move 

33 Western author 
Grey 

34 Frost's "Fire 
and — 

38 HaD-of-Fsmsr 
Speaker 


lip Hi 

SWn'In: 

, nano 

gnnfii faaaai -nh 
□noun ana nl 

raasra c 

nn^ nnrrn 
anno nniF 
anannaan anr 

ejhoh nmnn cif 
mnn nnS % 


Solved: 


37 Make eyes at 

38 Some breeds 
40 Dirty 

45 Honest 

SSs 9 * horse 

SOShatongs. state 

51 Bit pan 

52 Disturb 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 27 - January 31, 1992) 

■ AMMAN— The dollar was bid up daring most of last week’s trading 
tcssioes oo t ec hn ic al abort covering. Rumours and speculation con- 

■ ■ inaed to dominate traffing activity as uncertainty over the comparative 
/ jcopouac fan damenta b of the U.S., Germany aod Japan prevailed. The 

■' . LhS-'unit finished the week an average of 1.08 per cent higher against 
.B«npean currencies and 1.79 per cent higher against the yen. 

The Japans atnency dropped rignifk^dyMowby, mainly against 

- " thc-doBar, as the mark was also weakened by ooocenis over Russian 

president Ycitsm’s health The yen’s drop followed the future o f rite 

- ~ countries to deliver any dired decishm regarding the yen's exchange 
" ’ rate against tbe dollar . The mark's weakness was due to interpretations 
. . jf Germany’s underta king to lower interests rates “when ron ditimig 

- " ^aenatu^ at a signal of a near-term credit easing in Germany. Yet' the 
; dollar ended at its lowest level of die week a plny tt* Japanese unit at 

12555 yen. 

. . Technical adjustments co nt inued to boost the dollar against the yen 

■ Tuesday, while a number of factors helped pull H down the 

. ®art. The index of consumer confidence in the U.S. was down to 50.4 
..percents January, compared to a revised 52.5 per cent in December, 

. rod rumours of Fed mtervcntioa further added to the dollar's sell off 
The previously held perceptions of a German interest rate cut were 
jwitcoed to e xpectations of an interest ram cut in Japan, to help boost 
" domestic demand there. The German unit thus ended at its highest 

- .levels of the week against its American and Japanese counterparts, at 
1.5997 macks to the dollar and 78.63 yen to the mark. 

• • Caution had prevailed since die beginning of the week ahead of 
president Bush’s State of the Union speech Tuesday, as many traders 
^pec ulat e d that a package of ge nero u s tax cuts, to help boost the U.S. 

- ; Economy, might be a nn ou n ced. The speech, however, came as a 
■ ^appointment to many as it proposed no inuneefiate actions that would 

.. influence ex c ha ng e rates in the short term. Wednesday thus saw the 
JoOar fall daring trading hours to a low of 1-5815 marks to the Hollar 
But die U.S. mat rebounded sharply after the Fed chairma n stated his 
relief that no farther monetary or fiscal actions were needed to set the 
U.S. economy on the path of recovery. Traders took the comments as a 
ngnttl that no further interest rale cuts were on the Fed’s a genda The 

- JoJhur ended at its lowest of the week against the pound, however, 

’ dosing it 1.7980 dollars to the pound sterling. 

Tbc dollar rose significantly towards the end of the week, dosing at its 
tighest levels of the week Thursday, at 1.6163 marks. 125.80 yen and 
__ • ~ 1.7820 doHais to the pound. It retreated m arg i n ally fl gai™tt European 
''^Nmnencies Friday, in choppy trading, as the thin volume ahead of the 
month-end, together with uncert ai nty over economic fundamentals 
'helped produce exaggerated movements. The dollar had hit a high of 
1.6230 marks to the dollar earlier Friday, on expectations of a vote for a 
' trike by German steel workers. Bui when the news confirmed these 
, many traders hurried to unwind their long dollar positions 
ihcad of the weekend. The rationale was that the Bundesbank might be 
jb&ged to keep interest rates high, should negotiations with the union 
-esult in generous wage increases. The dollar was also pressured by 
innoars of Bundesbank intervention and the release of weak economic 
iata, as December’s leading economic indicators revealed a drop of 03 
A xr cent. 

® As for this week, some observers maintain that technical indicators 
lave turned positive for the dollar after its recent rally. These observers 
~ taeBeve that the target is set for 1.63S0 marks, the breach of which could 
gake the dollar to 1.6700 marks. 


/■v York 
p. Dollar 


for Mal or C m r o m ii i Against tta 


" ^Tan-ency 

14/1/1992 

Close 

SI/1/1992 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

texiing Pound* 

1.7910 

1. 7655 

- .64% 

eutsclte Mark 

1.5920 

1.6115 

- 1.21 % 

wiss Franc 

1.4130 

1.4330 

- 1.4 % 

ranch Franc 

5.4245 

S.4660 

- 1.06 % 

^ pan esc Yen 

- 


. - r.79 % 


-*D Prr STC ” 

ro-Currmxgr Inttnst Ratos* 



14/1/1992 

31/1/1991 

irrency 



fff 


S. Dollar 


4.47 

4.06 

4.50 

erling Pound 

10.62 

10.25 

10.62 

10.75 

:Blschc Mark 

9.37 

9.06 

9.56 

9.25 

rixs Franc 

7.43 

7.19 

7.31 

7.18 

each Franc 

9.87 

9.50 

9.93 

9.62 

panes* Yen 

5.37 

4.71 


4.78 


- rfcanfc Mb rulrs far unnnnls rurrdine ( ,S. IhiHar* I.HWI.DOOor equivalent. 

Bank nf Jordan Exchange Bate BaBstta 

Data: 1/1/1992 

— Ttncy 

Bid 

Offer J 

Dollar 

0.6780 

IKZ2S9 

rtiog Pound 

1.2091 

1.2151 

ilscbe Mark 

0.4203 

0.4224 

^ss Franc 

0.4721 

0.4745 

'~jacb Franc 

0.1234 

0.1240 

nose Yen’ 1 

0.5381 

0.5408 

'x h Guilder 

0.3734 

0.3753 

-"■disb Krona 

0.1157 

0.1163 

‘ bn Lira* 

0.0559 

0.0562 




Stan Franc 


0.02520 




i — : 






Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 

in las outstanding 

super production 

ROBIN HOOD 

' Prince ot Thieves j£i|§ 

Shows; 330, 6:15, 830, 1030 p.m"™ 


Tel: blJTi 

KM AI Mashini Theatre 


(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p.m. 




Lloyd’s of London urged to help 
members, allow companies to join 


LONDON (R) — An expert re- 
port recommends fundamental 
reforms at Lloyd's of London, the 
world’s largest insurance market, 
to protect members against per- 
sonal financial ruin in a world of 
sharply rising claims. 

“Lloyd’s A Route Forward,” 
prepared by a special task force 
set up a year ago, proposes that a 
new central fond be created pure- 
ly for the benefit of members of 

the loss-making market who must 
agree to unlimited personal liabil- 
ity. 

A central fond already exists 
but it is only used as a last resort 
to guarantee payment of insur- 
ance claims. 

Tire report also struck a histor- 
ic compromise with Lloyd’s hall- 
mark of unlimited liability by 
proposing that companies as well 
as individuals be permitted to 
become Lloyd’s members. 

“The proposals in this report 
will help strengthen names’ 
(members) confidence in the soci- 
ety’s future prospects/’ the panel 
said of the 240-page document 
drafted by market experts and 
outside business consultants. 

But it added; “The society 
should seek to reform the current 
structure rather than move to an 
entirety new basis of trading.” 

Costly claims, many from 
underwriting that became caught 
up in so-called future claims, such 
as those for asbestos and environ- 
mental pollution, have plagued 
the Lloyd’s market, leading to 
unprecedented legal battles over 


losses and preventing hundreds of 
disgruntled members from quit- 
ting. 

In one case currently before 
the High Court in London, a 
group of 987 Lloyd's names — 
the term used for syndicate mem- 
bers — is suing RHM Outhwaite 
(underwriting) Agencies Ltd., for 
alleged negligence in connection 
with losses which layweis say 
reached £456 million ($825 mil- 
lion at current rates). 

The plaintiffs include ex- 
British Prime Minister Edward 
Heath, publisher George 
Weidenfeld and former Wimble- 
don tennis champion Virginia 
Wade. The late media mogul 
Robert Maxwell bad also been 
among them. 

Cases involving Lloyd’s under- 
writing activities are also pending 
in the United Spates and Canada. 

Welcoming the findings of the 
report, Lloyd's Chairman David 
Coleridge said in a statement that 
its governing council would con- 
sider implementing a compulsory 
stop-loss plan to help loss- 
stricken members — to start from 
the 1993 accounting year. 

Insurance is underwritten at 
Lloyd’s by more than 20,000 indi- 
viduals acting as sole traders with 
unlimited liability for profits and 
losses, a practice which has ex- 
posed many to virtual bankruptcy 
in recent years of record losses. 

The task force said unlimited 
liability was inextricable from the 
way in which underwriters oper- 


ate at Lloyd's. Many members 
had hoped that it would end. 

Under the stop-loss plan, prop- 
osed by the task force, members 
would contribute 0.25 per cent of 
tbeir total premiums to a central 
fund, which would meet any los- 
ses in excess of the amount they 
had pledged to meet risks in a 
four-year period. 

Mr. Coleridge said Lloyd's 
would take up other recom- 
mendations to seek ways to ex- 
panding capacity, income and 
profits and strengthening the re- 
lationship between brokers and 
the market. 

But its council declined a 
longer-term proposal to revamp 
its governing structure by split- 
ting into two boards dealing 
separately with market and reg- 
ulatory issues. 

“After full debate, the council 
considered that this should not be 
pursued/’ he said, arguing that 
the present framework was best 
for implementing change. 

Among the most radical long- 
term reforms, the task force re- 
commended opening mem- 
bership to corporate capital, a 
move which would entail over- 
hauling acts of parliament which 
enshrine Lloyd’s as a self- 
regulatory body. 

Lloyd's capital would then 
come from two sources — indi- 
viduals with unlimited liability 
and institutions meeting stringent 
solvency qualifications, the task 
force said. 


Taiwan to boost energy imports 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan, rich in 
cash but poor in natural re- 
sources. will devour more oil and 
coal this year to sustain its dyna- 
mic economy, officials have said. 

“We need to boost oil and coal 
imports this year to feed our 
economic growth.” a spokesman 
for the Energy Commission of the 
economics ministry said in an 
interview. 

Last year, Taiwan coal imports 
fell slightly to almost 18.6 million 
tonnes from over 18.6 million in 
1990. 

Total coal imports this year are 
expected to reach 20 million ton- 
nes,' he said. 

-‘’We believe the increase in our 
energy imports will help the gov- 
ernment achieve its economic 
growth this year.” he said. 

Imports of crude, fuel oil and 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) 
dropped to 30.8 million kiloliters 
from 31.6 million during 1991, 
according to the same commis- 
sion. 

Only imports of liquefied natu- 
ral gas (LNG) increased jumping 
to 1.5 million tonnes in 1991 from 
650,000 in 1990. the spokesman 
said. 


State-owned Chinese Pet- 
roleum Corp. (CPC), a leading 
energy importer, will increase its- 
imports of crude, fuel oil and 
LPG by at least five per cent this 
year from the 1991 levels, com- 
pany spokesman Kuo Yung said. 

Taiwan started its new six-year 
economic plan in the second half 
of 1991 and has set its GNP 
growth at about seven per cent 
this year. But economists said the 
island could exceed that target. 

Taiwan had record foreign ex- 
change reserves of S82.4 billion 
by the end of 1992, the world's 
largest. It only produced 402,000 
tonnes of coal last year, down 
from 472.000 in 1990 and 110.000 
kilolitres of crude oil, down from 
182,000. 

State-run Taiwan Power Com- 
pany (Taipower) and CPC — said 
the island needed more energy 
imports this year to run local 
industries and businesses and 
support the island’s GNP growth. 

“We will substantially increase 
our coal imports to 12 million 
tonnes this year,” a senior 
Taipower official said. 

Last year. Taipower imported 


about 8.8 million tonnes of coal, 
down from 9.4 million tonnes in 
1990. he said. 

He said LNG imports, solely 
from Indonesia, would be kept at 
1.5 million tonnes this year, the 
same amount as in 1991. 

Both Taipower and CPC offi- 
cials attributed last year's slight 
fall in energy imports to over- 
buying in late 1990 when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait, causing a flurry 
of imports of coal and oil. 

“We reduced our oil and coal 
stocks last year/' the spokesman 
of the Energy Commission said. 

, Taiwan imports oil mai n ly from 
Saudi Arabia, Iran, Oman. In- 
donesia. Malaysia. Ecuador, Au- 
stralia and the United States. 

The island buys coal mainly- 
from Australia, the United 
States. South Africa. Indonesia 
and China. Imports of Chinese 
coal, mainly by private cement, 
paper and steel producers, soared 
to about 1.2 million tonnes last 
year from 500.000 in 1990. 

The Energy Commission 
spokesman said coal imports by 
the private sector would further 
jump to about 1.5 million tonnes 
tin’s year. 


Lebanon shuffles on long 
road to economic recovery 


BEIRUT (R) — Peace has re- 
turned to Lebanon after IS yeais 
of civil war, but rich Lebanese at 
home and abroad are still reluc- 
tant to invest in a country that 
was once the economic power- 
house of the Middle East. 

And while the economy has 
improved since war’s end just 
over a year ago. Trade and Eco- 
nomy Minister Marwan Hamadi 
says Lebanon has a long way to 

8 °- ... 

“If the financial situation con- 
tinues as it is we might face 
bankruptcy ... we have to confess 
that Lebanon is a poor country 
which has become even poorer 
because of the war,” Mr. Hamadi 
told Reuters. 

Finance Minister Ali Al Khalil 
echoes Mr. Hamadi ’s comments: 

“Lebanon’s economy has par- 
tially recovered ... substantial 
progress was achieved last year ... 
but the overall economic situa- 
tion in Lebanon shows that we 
still carry the heavy burden of the 
devastating war.” 

The improvement since the 
1989 peace pact and the disband- 
ing of militias early last year, is 
easy to see. 

— Customs revenue in 1991 
was SI 13 million compared to S2 
million in 1990. 

— State income in 1991 co- 
vered 30 per cent of government 
spending and is likely to rise to 42 


per cent this year. In 1989 income 
met only eight per cent of ex- 
penditure. 

— The balance of payments 
achieved a billion dollar surplus 
last year compared to a deficit in 
the previous two. 

— Hard currency reserves 
stand at more than a billion dol- 
lars. In 1988 they were about 
$400 million. 

Mr. Khalil said treasury in- 
come during the civil war was low 
because the state could not col- 
lea taxes. Ports were run by 
militia chieftains who levied their 
own customs fees. 

The Lebanese pound, which 
before the war averaged about 
2.25 to the dollar, reached a peak 
of 1.180 to the dollar in 1990. It 
has stabilised at 879 to the dollar 
since the beginning of the year. 

A central bank official said the 
progress had encouraged 
Lebanese expatriates to transfer 
some $600 million -to Lebanon 
but more than S20 billion was still 
placed abroad. 

Arab investors poured an esti- 
mated S100 million in last year 
but the amount is a drop in the 
bucket compared to the billions 
officials hoped would flow in af- 
ter the guns fell silent. 

Officials say Lebanon's foreign 
debt is a relatively small $500 
million — although no official 
figures were kept during the war 


years — but its internal borrow- 
ing is huge. 

Internal borrowing reached 
$2.28 billion in 1991 — more than 
half the value of the foreign 
reserves. 

To speed up the recovery. 
Lebanon has to rebuild its infras- 
tructure. The telephone system is 
in tatters, electricity supplies un- 
reliable, and war-damaged water, 
roads and sewage systems largely 
unrepaired. 

Mr. Hamadi said a political 
power struggle that has taken the 
place of the military one and 
corruption in the administration 
both threatened economic de- 
velopment and could thwart the 
progress already achieved. 

“We have to reform our admi- 
nistration to encourage the world 
to semi financial aid to Lebanon, 
persuade Lebanese expatriates to 
return their foreign capital home 
and convince the rich living in 
Lebanon to invest in their coun- 
try. Mr. Hamadi said. 

The central bank officials said 
tighter spending and new tax poli- 
cies would raise the state's in- 
come and boost the economy. 

“I am not pessimistic ... this 
year the economy will thrust for- 
ward. ! think in the next six years 
and with better planning we can 
reach the level we had before the 
war.” Mr. Khalil said. 


Saudis launch big plan 
to expand oil refineries 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia, 
the world's biggest oil exporter, 
has begun work on a $2 billion 
plan to upgrade three of its seven 
refineries, officials and oil indu- 
stry sources have said. 

SAMAREC, the kingdom’s 
marketing and refining company, 
said it has appointed Foster 
Wheeler Coip. of the United 
States as the overall managing 
contractor of the project, ex- 
pected to be completed by the 
end of 1995 or early 1996. 

The plan would boost the com- 
bined capacity of the three re- 
fineries to 475,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) from the current 400,000 
b/d, a company spokesman said 
by telephone from Jeddah. 

“SAMAREC expects a signifi- 
cant enhancement in higher- 
quality products for the export 
market as a result of the upgrad- 
ing of its wholly-owned refineries 
at Yanbu, Riyadh and Jeddah/' it 
said in a press release sent to 
Reuters in Cyprus. 

Additional work was expected 
to follow, involving the king- 


dom's four other refineries — 
Rabigh, Pemref-Yanbu, 
Petromin- Shell Jubail and Saudi 
Aramco-Ras Tannurah. But the 
spokesman said “nothing con- 
crete” had been decided yet on 
the future phases. 

The seven refineries currently 
process around 1.5 million b/d of 
crude oil after reaching a peak of 
1.8 million b/d during the Gulf 
crisis to meet increased demand 
from the U.S.-led allied forces 
that drove Iraq out from Kuwait 
last February. 

Saudi Arabia has said it plan^ 
ned to boost the overall refining^ 
capacity to around two million 
b/d during the current decade. 

By 1995. its crude oil produc- 
tion capacity is expected to reach 
10 million b/d from the current 
nine million, Saudi Oil Minister 
Hisham Al Nazer has said. 

Sheikh Nazer was quoted by 
the Nicosia-based Middle East 
Economic Survey (MEES) as 
saying the kingdom would main- 
tain its current output at 8.5 
million b/d during this winter. 


The press release said Foster 
Wheeler was currently conduct- 
ing engineering studies and pre- 
paring “lump-sum turnkey bid 
packages for the detailed en- 
gineering, procurement and con- 
struction activity at each of the 
three refineries. . 

"Foster Wheeler will also pro- 
vide overall programme manage- 
ment of the selected contractors 
all the way through to commis- 
sioning of the facilities," it added. 

The three refineries will pro- 
duce lead-free gasoline with signi- 
ficant quantities for export from 
Yanbu, -whose capacity will be 
increased from 170,000 h/d to 

240.000 b/d, it said. 

“Overall gasoline output is ex- 
pected to go from the current 
production level of 93,000 b/d to 

208.000 b/d/’ it said. 

Jet fuel and diesel output will 
also be increased, while feel oils 
will decline from 126.000 b/d to 

90.000 b/d, the statement added. 
Former in 1989. SAMAREC 

markets around one million b/d 
of refined products, including 

400.000 b/d in exports. 


Mongolia’s situation worsens 


BEUING (AP) — Mongolia's 
two-year-old effort to create a 
market economy has produced 
deepening economic problems, 
according to year-end figures 
showing felling trade, national 
income and state revenues. 

The figures show Mongolia's 
situation deteriorating since the 
end of 1990, when government 
officials already were describing 
the former communist nation's 
economic situation as a “severe 
crisis.” 

The total income of individual 
Mongolians fell to 7.1 billion 
tugriks ($177.5 million), down 13 
per cent from 1990, the People's 
Right newspaper reported. 

The official Chinese news 
agency Xinhua carried the report 
in a despatch from the Mongolian 
capital of Ulan Bator. 

Exports fell 55 per cent to 
$297.4 million, the report said. 


Imports fell still further — down 
61 per cent to $359.3 million. 

The report did not give a figure 
for gross domestic product, the 
standard measurement of a na- 
tion's economy. That figure in- 
cludes all goods and services pro- 
duced within a country. 

This landlocked central Asian 
nation of about two million peo- 
ple has been on a course of 
drastic market reforms since its 
communist rulers gave up their 
69-year monopoly on power in 
1990. 

Coupled with the loss of trade 
with the former Soviet Union, the 
reforms have produced rising un- 
employment and double-digit in- 
flation. 

The report said less than 82 per 
cent of the. state's expected re- 
venues for 1991 were collected, 
-but did not say how much that 
was. 


Figures obtained by the Associ- 
ated Press (AP) from the State 
Statistical Office said government 
revenues for the year fell 13 per 
cent to 5.84 billion tugriks ($146 
billion). Expenditures, mean- 
while, rose 29 per cent to 8.91 
billion tugriks ($223 million), 
producing a 3.07-billion tugrik (S 
77-million) deficit. 

The government reports six per 
cent unemployment — or 54,000 
people out of work. But govern- 
ment officials have told the AP 
that the actual figure is probably 
at least 90,000 people because not 
all have registered. 


Qatar to borrow 2 b riyals 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Qatar plans to borrow two billion 
Qatari riyals ($550 million) from 
domestic and international banks 
to finance a major power and 
water project. 

The deputy chairman of the 
newly established Qatar Electric- 
ity and Water Company 
(QEWC), Abdul Aziz Hussein 
Salatt, told Reuters by telephone 
from Doha the firm was expected 
to raise the money this year. 

The QEWC was set up with a 
capital of one-billion-riyal ($275 
millioii) to help meet local needs 
and to benefit from recently disc- 


overed huge gas reserves in the 
Gulf state. 

Sheikh Salatt said the firm, 30 
per cent owned by the Qatari 
government, would build a plant 
in Al Wusail west of the capital, 
Doha. 

He said the QEWC would use 


locally-produced gas to operate 
the plant expected to come on 
stream in 1994. 

Qatar's vast North Field gas 
reservoir, the world’s biggest, be- 
gan production last August with a 
target rate of 800 million cubic 
feet per day. 
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Job opportunity at the Friedrich Ebert Foundation 

We are looking for a young energetic, experienced person to 

take the position of part-time secretary. 

Qualifications required: 

Excellent command of English language. Female. Jordanian. 

If interested please send-in your C.V. with references and recent 
colour photo to: 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation 
P.O.Box 828238, Amman-Jordan 


ACCOUNTANTS AND LEGAL EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARIES REQUIRED 
FOR 3 POSITIONS 
oL^L^-j oLjuiU CjI jjJ 
Jordanian House Specialized in Legal 
Aspects Requieres 

Jordan Nationalities , University Degree, 
English Language , Experience in Same 
field are prerequisites. 

Computer , Filing, Accounting and all 
Legal Secretary Skills are essential 
send Your CV. , Documents and photo to: 
SAAS. P.O.Box 950565- AMMAN. Tel : 692540 





HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 

I.F.B. No. 30-4857-65-2/33 KV Switchgear 
(Extension of Closing Date For Tendering) 

The Arab Potash Company Limited 
(APC) announces the extension of 
closing date for I.F.B. No. 30-4857-65- 
2 from 12:00 hrs noon. February 04, 
1992 to 12:00 hrs February 15, 1992. 
AY. Ensour 
Managing Director 
The Arab Potash Company Ltd., 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO., LTD. 

Jordan Phosphate Mines .Co., Ltd. 
announces that the closing date of 
tender No. 23F/91 (for the supply of 1 0 
units 50 tonnes rear dump truck for 
Eshidiya Mine) have been extended 
until 12 hours local time Saturday, 
February 22, 1992. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 
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Bush slide 


in polls 


continues 


MANCHESTER, New Hamp- 
shire (Agencies) — Scarcely two 
weeks before the critical New 
Hampshire primary and with his 
much-ballyhooed State of the 
Union speech behind him, U.S 
President George Bosh's popu- 
larity is slipping, the latest polls 
reveal. 

Mr. Bush, who less than a year 
ago command the highest popu- 
larity ratings any U.S. president 
had evei registered, is mm sup- 
ported by only 44 per cent of 
voters nationwide, less than half 
the apex reached immediately af- 
ter the Gulf war. 


Among likely voters in New 
Hampshire state, Mr. Bush's 
popularity had dropped to 52 per 
cent from a high of 61. The two 
polls were released as Vice Presi- 
dent Dan Quayle campaigned 
bard in New Hampshire, urging 
voters in a whirlwind tour of eight 
cities to support Mr. Bush in the 
primary and help prod Congress 
to back his proposed budget. 


Mr. Quayle said New Hamp- 
shire Republicans should \ con- 
sider the primary a referendum 
on the White House budget prop- 
osal. 

He promised voters in the 
economically-depressed state that 
doing so would lead quickly to 
the creation of jobs. 


Although it is a small state with 
few delegates at stake in the 
nominating process, the New 
Hampshire primary on Feb. 18 is 
a crucial testing ground. 

This is partly because it is the 
first, but its reputation rests 
mainly in a historical quirk — no 
one has won the presidency with- 
out first winning here since the 
state held its first primary in 1952. 
The U.S. presidential election is 
in November. 


• . In the nationwide poll con- 
ducted by Time magazine and the 
. Cable News Network, Mr. Bosh 
dropped to the all-time low two 
days after his State of the Union 
address last Tuesday. 

Mr. Bush and his aides had 
spoken of the speech for months 
as his blueprint for the economic 
revitalisation of the United 
States. 


But the poll of 1,000 Amer- 
icans found 56 per cent felt the 
economic proposals Mr. Bosh un- 
veiled in the address and included 
in his budget proposal to Con- 
gress, demanding they be 
approved by March 20, were an 
election-year gimmick. 

Thirty-four per cent believed 
they amounted to a genuine plan 
and eight per cent were unsure. 

The New Hampshire poll 
found Mr. Bush's support had 
dropped in less than a week by 
nine points to 52 per cent of 
Republicans likely to vote in the 
state's primary. The president is 
facing a right-wing challenge 
from political commentator Pat 
Buchanan. 

Mr. Bush has travelled to New 
Hampshire only once this cam- 
paign, irritating many Republican 
voters who expected him to court 
them more ardently. 

He is scheduled to return on 
Feb. 12 formally to announce bis 
candidacy for re-election and to 
address the state legislature. Poli- 
tical sources said a third visit 
would follow three days later. 

The Time/CNN poll, like some 
previous surveys, also found that 
an unnamed Democrat would 
beat Mr. Bush — by 38 to 35 per 
cent — if the election were held 
today. 


The major Democratic conten- 
ders are Arkansas Governor Bill 
Clinton, whose front-runner sta- 
tus in the polls here has been 
shaken by adultery allegations 
Senators Tom Harkin of Iowa 
and Bob Kerrey of Nebraska, 
former Senator Paul Tsongas of 
'Massachusetts and ex -California 
Governor Jerry Brown. 

Meanwhile Mr. Tsongas and 
Sen. Kerrey called for stepped up 
efforts to control foe world's ex- 
ploding population while Gov. 
Clinton urged funding to protect 
rain forests. 

“I consider the ultimate issue 
to be world population," Mr. 
Tsongas told an environmental 
conference Saturday. “1 lived in 
Ethiopia and I know what hap- 
pens when the land cannot sup- 
port a population.” 

Four of the major Democratic 
presidential candidates were 
addressing the conference via 
satellite while campaigning in 
New Hampshire and a fifth, for- 
mer Gov. Brown, was set to 


appear in person. 

Mr. Tsongas, Sen. Kerrey and 
Gov. Clinton addressed the 
Global Warming Leadership 
Forum Saturday while Gov. 
Brown and Sen. Harkin were set 
to deliver their remarks Sunday. 

President Bush and his rival 
Republican presidential conten- 
der, Buchanan, did not plan to 
attend. 

Sen. Kerrey declared that the 
annual population growth of 90 
million on a planet already over- 
taxed by 5 Vi billion people is a 
"big issue for me.” 


Armenia vows to defend enclave 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Arme- 
nian Defence Minister Vargen 
Sarkisyan has vowed to turn the 
disputed region of Nagorno- 
Karabakh into an "impregnable 
fortress" to prevent its takeover 
by Azerbaijan, news agency re- 
ported Sunday. 

Moscow Radio said dozens of 
people have died in pitched bat- 
tles Friday and Saturday as fight- 
ing over control of the Armenian 
enclave inside Azerbaijan esca- 
lated. 

"In the past few days, the sides 
have made wider use of planes, 
artillery and rocket launchers,” 
the radio said. 

The ITAR-TASS News Agen- 
cy said that Mr. Sarkisyan has 
vowed to defend the region 
against Azerbaijani forces. “Our 
ultimate goal is to turn Karabakh 
into an impregnable fortress,” he 
said in an interview on Armenian 
Television. 

He said over foe next few 
months, there will be "foe most 
difficult situation from foe milit- 
ary point of view." But, be said, 
foe defences of the region are 
becoming stronger every day. 

More than 30 Aimenain and 
Azerbaijani fighters died in pitch- 
ed battles Saturday as the intensi- 
ty of the fighting increased, the 
ITAR-TASS News Agency re- 
ported. 

The Russian Television news 
programme Vesti said Saturday 
night that during January, more 
than 60 Armenians bad been 
killed and more than 90 people 
were wounded. Many of the vic- 
tims were old people and children 
who were killed in their bouses by 
rocket fire, foe television report 
said. 

• The fighting appeared to mark 
a new phase in the nearly four- 
year old battle for Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a mountainous region 
populated mainly by Armenians 
that is located entirely inside 


Azerbaijan. Hundreds of people 
have died in the former Soviet 
Union's bloodiest conflict. 

. Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin said at foe United Nations on 
Friday that a United Nation 
peackeeping mission should be 
sent to foe region to prevent 
further fighting. 

"It's a matter for the two cout- 
ries, Azerbaijan, and Armenia, 
as independent states." Mr. Yelt- 
sin told reporters. "But, I think 
foe time has come to do this.” 
Groups of armed Azeris and 
Armenians fought Sunday in and 
around the disputed territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, agencies 
from both republics reported. 

And an Azeri Defence Minis- 
try official accused Armenian 
gunmen of crossing into Azerbai- 
jan early Sunday morning to 
attack villages. 



“They committed a state crime 
by violating the border of Azer- 
baijan,” the Azerbaijani Assa- 
Irada Agency quoted the official. 
Colonel Ramiz Melikov, as 


saying. 

Both Assa-Irada and the 
Armenian Noyan Tapan News 
Agency said fighting was con- 
tinuing in and around Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

"Intensive fighting is con- 
tinuing along parts of foe border 
with Nagorno-Karabakh," a 
Noyan Tapan correspondent said 
from foe Armenian capital Yere- 
van. He was quoting as Arme- 
nian Interior Ministry officer in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 


Azerbaijani and Armenian 
media reports say dozens have 
been killed in Nagorno-Karabakh 
since fighting flared up last week. 
The latest upsurge occurred after 
foe crash of an Azerbaijani heli- 
copter in which some 40 people 
died. 

Azerbaijan accused Armenian 
militants of destroying the heli- 


copter with a heat-seeking missile 
as it carried mainly civilian pas- 
sengers from Agdam to Sbusha, 
the second largest town in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Armenia says the aircraft was 
carrying weapons when it ex- 
ploded in mid-air. 

The battles have been among 
foe heaviest in four years of 
conflict over foe region — mainly 
populated by Armenians but lo- 
cated in and administered by 
Azerbaijan. At least 1,000 people 
have died. 

The latest dashes across foe 
snow-capped mountains have 
been concentrated around 
Shush a, an Azeri stronghold ab- 
out 10 kilometres from Stepank- 
ert. 

Azerbaijan's Turan News 
r — in a Saturday report — 
said 160 Azeris bad been killed 
and 300 injured since foe fighting 
flared up. It did not say how it 
obtained the figure. 

Mr. Melikov said Armenian 
armed groups had crossed over 


the Azerbaijani border in several 
regions and destroyed bouses in a 
number of villages before they 
withdrew. 

Several other Azeri villages 
were being shelled, he added. 

. On Saturday more than 10,000 
gathered in foe capital Baku to 
demand tough action from their 
gove rn ment to protect Azeris in 
and around Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Niazi Ibragimov, deputy bead 
of foe opposition Popular Front, 
called for decisive measures. He 
said: '"In Karabakh, a. war is 
going on, a real war, and here 
somewhere far away, all we are 
doing is talking about some sort 
of conflict. 


"We think our government, 
and above all foe president, is not 
taking enough action.” 

Many Azeris say their young 
country’s National Army, estab- 
lished late last year to replace - 
the departing Soviet army, lades 
foe means to deal with the Arme- 
nian forces. 


Yugoslav, Serbian leaders 
hold all night crisis talks 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav 
and Serbian leaders held all-night 
crias talks deep into Sunday to 
try to prevent the collapse of a 
United Nations peace plan for 
Yugoslavia. 

The State Presidency and Ser- 
bian leaders from across the 
country were locked in debate 
after 13 hours with no sign that 
they had persuaded Serb leaders 
in Croatia to let the United Na- 
tions send peacekeeping troops to 
areas under their control. 


ending the fighting bet ween 
Croatian militia and Serb forces 
backed by the Yugoslav 

«*■ ifl/i 


army 


since Croatia declared in depend-, 
. . . _ * 4,000 


ence last June. More than 6 
people have been killed. 

Man y Yugoslavs and diplomats 
say the U.N. plan is the only hope 
of securing a lasting ceasefire, 
although a fragile truce has held 
since Jan. 3. Five people were 
reported killed in weekend 


Hie world body needs foe 
backing of all foe warring sides in 
Yugoslavia's seven-month con- 
flict to deploy up to 10,000 
pe ac ekeepers in Croatia. 

But leaders of the Serb- 
controlled Krajina region in 
Croatia refused Saturday to bow 
to the pressure and said they 
would not allow U.N. peacekeep- 
ers into their territories. 

“The (Krajina) government 
concluded that as there were no 
changes in the... plan, there is no 
reason to change our previous 
stance,” a Krajina spokesman 
mM befo r e the mlta- 
“Tbey are still talltizig,” said an 
official at Krajina’s Belgrade 
office Sunday. The Belgrade- 
based news agency Tanjug con- 
firmed foe meeting was still in 
progress. 


Mr. Babic objects to proposals 
to disarm Serbs in bis region and 
withdraw the Yugoslav army 
from Krajina, a strip of land 
naming e ast and south of foe 
Croatian capital Zagreb and con- 
taining more than 300,000 ethnic 
Serbs. 

He says such moves would en- 
danger Serbs and wants U.N. 
troops only along Krajina's bor- 
der with foe rest of Croatia. 

The Krajina leaders said Satur- 
day that the presidency 
threatened what amounted to a 
coup d'etat in Krajina. The feder- 
al presidency deified issuing the 
threat 

Croatia has also objected to 
key parts of the plan because it 
fears it would lose land seized by 
foe Serbs. 


No details were available but 
foe Krajina leaders appeared to 
be hokfing out, despite threats of 
unspecified sanctions by the pres- 
idency last week if they did not 
accept the U.N. plan. 

"I have no right to make any 
concessions to anyone,” Krajina 
President Milan Babic told the 
Serbian newspaper Poiitika after 
an earlier IShour meeting Fri- 
day. 

Failure to reach agreement 
would be a deep blow to hopes of 


U.N. envoy Marrack Gouiding 
visited Yugoslavia last week to 
try to secure an agreement on foe 
peacekeepers but failed. 

In weekend dashes, Croatian 
television said two Croatian 
guardsmen were killed in an 
ambush near Otocac in western 
Croatia Saturday. Two people 
were killed when foe nearby vil- 
lage of Dabar came under artil- 
lery attack, it said. 

Croatian radio said Sunday 
that one person was killed in 
sporadic shooting near Osijek in 
eastern Croatia. 


Canada offers Russia 


friendship and grain 


OTTAWA (AGENCIES) — 
Canada signed a five-year. 25- 
million tonne grain deal with 
Russia Saturday, the highlight of 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s 
brief visit to cement the growing 
friendship between foe two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Yeltsin told a news confer- 
ence that he was heartened by 
Prime Minister Brian Muboney's 
warm reception and concerete 
gestures to help Russia through 
difficult times. 


heartened as be described his 
earlier meeting with business 
leaders in New York who ex- 
pressed nervousness about invest- 
ing in Russia in its current chaotic 
state. 


Despite a tenfold jump in 
prices, reflecting foe abrupt de- 
regulation in Russia, "the people 
support is on die whole”, Mr. 
Yeltsin said. “But their support is 
not interminable.” 


Mr. Yeltsin spent five hours in 
Ottawa, concluding a three-day 
trip in which he met U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and other 
Western leaders and attended a 
U.N. Security Council meeting. 

In addition to foe grain deal, 
which represents a resumption of 
foe five-year supply contracts that 
Canada had traditionally signed 
with the Soviet Union, Mr. Mul- 
roney said Russia would receive 
preferential tariff treatment. 

Canada also extended a 100 
million Canacfiai i dollar ($87 mil- 
lion) credit line for capital goods, 
responding to Mr. Yeltsin’s plea 
for assistance in exploiting Rus- 
sia’s riches. 

The two leaders signed a Pro- 
tocol of friendship, expected to 
lead to a full treaty involving 
cooperation on arms control, 
Arctic development and other 
issues. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he was grate- 
ful to the Canadian governments 
whose actions he contrasted with, 
those of other governments 
"which talk about support and 
cooperation, but do not take 
things further than mere talk.” 

Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Bush 
hailed the new, wanner relations 
between their two countries and 
discussed aims control at a mini- 
summit earlier Saturday at Mr. 
Bush's retreat in Camp David, 
Maryland. 

Mr. Yeltsin expressed grati- 
tude to Mr. Bush for his plan to 
airlift humanitarian aid to Russia 
on Feb. 10. But the two countries 
struck no new agreements over foe 
weekend. 

The Russian leader, who 
turned 61 Saturday, sounded dis- 


He said foe winter months 
through April would be particu- 
larly difficult because of a shor- 
tage of foodstuffs. 

A spokesman for Mr. MuF 
roney’s office said foe prime 
minister gently brdached 
Russian-Ukrainian relations over 
dinner, as Canada has a large 
number of Ukrainian immigrants. 

But Mr. Yeltsin refused to dis- 
cuss die matter, telling a Russian 
journalist who asked about 
Ukraine: “This is our own inter- 
nal affair. Canadians cannot poss- 
ibly be interested in this.” 

Before leaving Canada, Mr. 
Yeltsin invited Mr. Mahoney to 
Moscow and accepted his host's 
invitation to return again this 
year, before the scheduled meet- 
ing of the leaden of the group of 
seven industrial powers. 

Canadian Energy Minister 
Jake Epp will lead a delegation of 
23 Cana d ian oil and gas company 
chiefs to Russia in the weeks 
ahead to discuss extraction of 
energy resources. Industry Minis- 
ter Michael Wilson will head 
another group of industrial mana- 
gers on a Russian visit in the 
summer. 

Mr. Yeltsin left Ottawa more 
than an hour late for Moscow. 


Ukrainians 


see 


problems 

deepening 


At U.S. President Bnsh’s re- 
treat, Camp David, Mr. Yeltsin 
signed a declaration outlining a 
new relationship. Both presidents 
declared their countries allies af- 
ter decades of U-S.-Soviet rival- 


r/- 


Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Mnlroney 
made similar expressions of 
mutual support, but Mr. Yeltsin's 
Canadian stopover also revealed 
his frustration at world reaction 
to Russia’s struggle. 


U.S. begins repatriating 
Haitians camped in Cuba 


GUANTANAMO BAY NAV- 
AL BASE, Cuba (AP) — A U.S. 
Coast Guard cutter steamed from 
a naval base in Cuba towards the 
windward passage Saturday night 
with 150 Haitian refugees to be 
repatriated to their homeland. 

The trip will be the first of' 
many. The U.S. military will be 
returning thousands of Haitian 
refugees held in a tent city at 
Guantanamo Bay Naval Base af- 
ter the Supreme Court cleared 
the way. 

‘The cutter steadfast left just 
after 10 tonight,” said U. Cmdr. 
Gordon Hume, a spokesman for 
the military task force handling 
the Haitian crisis. “It is due for 
Port Au Prince and the trip takes 
14 to 18 hours, depending on foe 
seas in the windward passage.” 


Another cutter carrying up to 
250 Haitians will make the trip 
starting Sunday, he said. He 
didn’t have information on foe 
seas in the passage. 

The 150 refugees had been 
interviewed by immigration offi- 
cials and deemed ineligible for 
asylum. They were volunteers 
tired of life in the tent city, task 
force officials said. 

"It wasn’t much of a problem 
at all" finding volunteers, said 
Marine Brig. Gen. George Walls 
Jr., who is in charge of foe 
Haitian operation. 

“My feeling is there's going to 
be a significant number of them 
in foe camps willing to go back.” 
Gen. Walls said. ‘They realise 
not all of them are going to get to 
the United States.” 


SENKOVKA, Ukraine (R) — 
The joy Ukrainians felt when 
they won independence from 
Moscow two months ago is being 
diminish ed by a deepening econo- 
mic crisis and a military row with 
their mighty neighbour Russia. 

"Things were better before,” 
said Eiyena Guzd, a peasant 
housewife in this remote village 
of brightly-painted wooden 
houses on the border with Russia 
and Belarus, 110 kilometres from 
the capital Kiev. 

"If I'd known how it was all 
going to turn out, I don’t know 
how I would have voted." 

Like nine of 10 IHaainians, 
Ms. Guzd opted for independ- 
ence in a Dec. 1 referendum last 
year. The vote was the last blow 
to the teetering Soviet Union 
which collapsed a matter of 
weeks later. 

Now 11 former Soviet republics 
have regrouped in the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) and are trying to disentang- 
le their production networks 
while moving from the old Com- 
munist command economy to a 
free market. 

The results so far have been 
economic chaos and growing con- 
flict between Russia and 
Ukraine, the two most powerful 
Commonwealth members, over 
how to divide up the Soviet 
Armed Forces, especially foe 
Black Sea Fleet. 

"You know, even during the 
(Second World) war we cocud at 
least be sure of a ration of 400 
grammes (14 ounces) of bread a 
day," said retired Kiev doctor 
Valentina Marchenko. 


Discontent is growing over the 
government's failure to cany out 
decisive market reforms and 
President Leonid Kravchuk is 
due to carry out a major reshuffle 
next week. 


U.K. Labour attacks dirty tricks campaign 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
opposition Labour Party Sunday 
attacked reports that its leaders 
had close contacts with foe Krem- 
lin daring foe early 1980s as a 
vicious smear tactic and said foe 
country was feeing foe dirtiest 
election campaign this century. 

In a front-page story hyped by 
television advertising, foe Sunday 
Times said it bad found diploma- 
tic cables in Communist Party 
files in Moscow detailing repe- 
ated contacts b et w een Labour 
Party leaders and Soviet diplo- 
mats between 1979 and 1985. 

Labour leader NeO Kinnock 
was quoted as telling the Soviets 
that he wanted a “concrete dia- 
logue" with them, critirising the’ 
ruling Conservatives cruise mis- 


siles and saying he believed Bri- 
tons were prepared to strongly 
resist the government. 

The reports, which the Sunday 
Times saud showed Labour was 
eager to negotiate with foe Soviet 
Union at foe height of the cold 
war, were published in foe midst 
of a cut-throat campaign ahead of 
a general election which must be 
held by July. 

Labour is running neck and 
neck with Prime Minister John 
Major’s Conservative Party in 
opinion polls. 

“It is now plain that faced with 
electoral defeat, Mr. Major has 
given the go-ahead for dirtiest 
Conservative election campaign 
of foe century,” Labour’s foreign 
affairs spokesman Gerald Kauf- 


man said Sunday. 

Labour did not refute the re- 
ports in detail but said they bod 
been sensationalised to try to 
cast doubt on Mr. Kinnock. 

Diplomats said foe substance 
of foe allegations was hardly 
damaging and that contacts be- 
tween overseas ambassadors and 
politicians on all sides were 
routine diplomatic activity. 

Former KGB agent Oleg Gor- 
dlevsky, who defected to Britain 
in 1985, said Mr. Kinnock had 
visited foe Soviet embassy in 
London. But he added "many 
politicians and union leaders also 
went and I am sure neither be 
(Kinnock) nor other senior col- 
leagues were ever disloyal to the 
party or their country.” 


Doctor testifies Tyson’s accuser 
had injuries consistent with rape 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A 
doctor who examined a teenage 
beauty contestant testified that 
she had injuries consistent with 
rape but told him she was afraid 
to bring charges against former 
heavyweight champion Mike 
Tyson. 


“She said she was scared, be- 
cause it would be her word 
against Mr. Tyson’s,” Dr. Tho- 
mas Richardson told the Marion 
Superior Court jury Saturday. 

Tyson, 25, is charged with 
rape, confinement and criminal 
deviate conduct- If convicted, he 
feces up to 63 years in prison. 

Dr. Richardson, the emerg e ncy 
room physician who examined 
foe 18-year-old woman foe day 
after the alleged rape, said be 
found injuries consistent with 
forced intercourse. He said he 
had seen such injuries as a result 
of consensual sex only twice, but 
they occur in up to 30 per cent of 
rape cases, he said. 


"Usually', with a consensual 
act, you're relaxing things,” be 
said, “You don’t want it to hurt.” 
The physician dismissed as 
“garbage" a study cited by foe 


defence showing evidence of 
vaginal trauma in a majority of 
women who had consensual sex. 

The defence contends the 
woman consented to sex with 
Tyson. During her testimony, 
Tyson’s accuser said she experi- 
enced "excruciating pain.” 

Dr. Richardson said the 
woman appeared composed but 
her voice quivered when she told 
him of foe incident and her inde- 
cision about pressing charges. 

Earlier, Judge Patricia Gifford 
barred testimony about Tyson’s 
purported sexual advances to- 
ward chauffeur Virginia Foster 
the day before foe alleged rape. 

Prosecutor Greg Garrison had' 
argued that Ml Foster’s descrip- 
tions of Tyson grabbing her, 
trying to kiss her and exposing 
huMwf to her "demonstrates that 
irrespective of anybody’s con- 
sent, he’s going to get what he 
wants.” 

'‘That state of mind is like 
fingerprint evidence,” he said. 

fn her testimony, Ms. Foster 
sard the woman appeared frantic 
and frightened as she rushed from 
Tyson’s hotel in die pre-dawn 
hours of July 19. 


“She might have been in a state 
of shock, a daze, disoriented. She 
seemed scared,” Ms. Foster said. 

On cross-examination, she 
admitted she couldn’t see if foe 
woman was crying when she 
emerged from Tyson’s hotel. 

“She rushed into that limo too 
fast fro- me to know she said. 


Tyson and bis accuser met dur- 
ing a rehearsal for the pageant on 
July 18. The woman has testified 
that she was in bed about 1.30 
a.m. on July 19 when Tyson 
telephoned her from his 
limousine and insisted she come 
out and talk with him while they 
drove around Indianapolis. 

Ms. Foster told foe jury of 
eight men and four women that 
she heard Tyson talking to the 
woman on the phone as he-sat in 
the gold Cadillac limousine out- 
side her hotel. 


Ms. Foster said that when the 
woman emerged from the hotel, 
her “pretty hairdo” was in dis- 
array. The driver said she heard 
foe woman say, “I don’t believe 
tan I don’t believe him who does 
he think he is?” After she 
c&mbed into foe limo. 


More than 30 hurt as quake Jolts Tokyo 


TOKYO (R) — More than 30 
people were injured and two fires 
were reported Sunday after the 
strongest earthquake in over six 
years jolted the Japanese capita! 
and surrounding regions, author- 
ities said. 

Police .said about 32 people 
were injured, one seriously, as a 
result of the earthquake that me- 
asured 5.7 on foe open-ended 
Richter Scale and five on the 
Japanese scale of seven. 

The Japanese scale measures 
ground motion in a given area in 
relation to foe epicentre, while 
the Richter measures the abso- 
lute seismic energy of an earth- 
quake. 

“Most of the people were in- 
jured in their sleep when they 
were hit by vases and books 
falling off shelves," said a Tokyo 
police official. 

He said one woman was 
seriously hurt when she fell down 
a staircase and several others 
suffered shock as a result of the 


tremor, foe strongest to hit 
Tokyo since October 1985. 

The Central Meteorological 
Agency (CMA) said the earth- 
quake struck at 4:04 a.m. (1904 
GMT Saturday) and lasted a little 
over 10 seconds. Its epicentre was 
located 90 kilometres below 
Tokyo Bay. 

Seismograph monitors re- 
corded 21 aftershocks, too small 
to be felt, over a five-hour period 
after the earthquake. 

The main quake could be felt 
up to 160 kilometres from Tokyo, 
where 12 million people reside, 
the CMA said. The population of 
Tokyo and surrounding areas db- 
out 30 million. 

Two fires broke out in foe 
Tokyo area but were exting- 
uished by fire fighters, authorities 
said. There were no reports of 
power failure or natural gas 
leaks. 

Tokyo Gas Co, foe region’s 
main gas supplier, reported that 
its service was automatically shut 


off to many city homes outfitted 
with quake-sensitive meters. In- 
dividual householders could re- 
sume service by simply resetting 
their meters. 


A Japan Railway official said 
while service-had resumed on all 
Tokyo lines, some of the long- 
distance bullet trains were run- 
ning behind schedule and around 
240,000 people were affected. 

A quake measuring five on foe 
Japanese scale is considered 
strong enough to crack walls and 
cause garden walls to collapse. 

Sunday’s tremor, however, 
caused little major damage other 
than to shake buildings and jolt 
books, dishes and other items off 
shelves. 


Tokyo is situated near foe con- 
vergence of two shifting sections 
of foe Earth’s crust and is often 
rocked by minor quakes. 

It has not experienced a major 
earthquake since 1923, when foe 
great Kanto earthquake killed 


140.000 people in Tokyo, Yoko- 
hama and neighbouring regions, 
mostly in fires. More than 

560.000 homes were destroyed. 

The CMA reported that foe 

Un 2 en Volcano on the southern 
island of Kyushu began erupting 
Sunday at 8:30 a.m. (23:30 GMT 
Saturday), spewing out hot gas 
and rocks. It said there was no 
link between foe Tokyo quake 
and foe eruption, some 1,000 
kilometres south west of the 
capital. 

Unzen’s worst eruption on 
June 3, 1991, killed some 40 
people and thousands of people 
who resided on the long-dormant 
volcano have been unable to re- 
turn to their homes. 

Japan’s 123 million people 
share their densely-populated 
country with 77 of foe world’s 800 
or so active volcanoes. The coun- 
try is also rocked by one-tenth of 
the world’s strongest earthquakes 
every year, according to seismo- 
logists. 
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Briton invents 
tap-water bra to 
replace implants 


LONDON (Ri — British gran- £ 
dad Peter Brown has come up 
with an invention for women 
wanting higger brents — a bra 
ihat can be filled with lap water. 
Brown. 65. a retired motor 
mechanic, created the bra after 
recent concern over foe satety of 
silicone breast implants. He said 
women could double their vital 
statistics by putting a plastic bag 
filled with about one pint fhaif a 
litre) of water into a special en- 
velope of material sewn into the 
bra. "If anyone sticks a pin in it 
or if anything goes wrong, all she 
gets is a wet front, said Brown, 
who has taken out a paten? to 
protect his invention. The United 
States Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration last month called a tem- 
porary halt to silicone breast im- 
plants saying they could inerrase 
the risk of cancer. But Britain g, 
said it saw no need to halt the 
implant surgery. 


McDonald's cuts 
prices of Big Mac 
in Moscow 


MOSCOW (R) — Moscow’s Big 
Mac goes down in price as the 
restaurant which claims to be foe 
busiest in the world reacts to a 
tough Russian winter of econo- 
mic hardship. While queues re- 
main endemic for pricier essential 
goods, they have all but dis- 
appeared at McDonald's in Mos- 
cow, belying the bitter joke that 
the restaurant offered the slowest 
fast food in the world. At the * 
restaurant's second anniversary 
party Friday, its Vice-Chairman 
George Cohon said McDonald's 
would stop charging customers a 
28 per cent value added tax im- 
posed since the start of the year. 
“We have no argument with the 
tax, but we have a loyal custom- 
ers base and. starting tomorrow 
and throughout the winteT. we 
are going to take the tax off. We 
are going to lower our prices by 
28 per cent," he said. A Big Mac 
currently costs 59 roubles, about 
59 cents at foe Russian Central 
Bank's market rate, but over half 
the 100 rouble grant received 
each month by a student at a 
technical college. McDonald’s 
opened its Moscow branch to 
huge queues two years ago. ft is die 
biggest of 12,000 outlets around 
the world. 


Oxford shuts 
sybaritic don's 
nude playground 


LONDON (R) — Oxford Uni- 
versity has shut a riverside enclo- 
sure where centuries-old tradition 
allowed male tutors and students 
to bathe naked on lazy summer 
d ays. Lawyers have told the uni- 
versity, a cradle of learning for 
Britain's establishment, that 
without a lifeguard it could be 
table if anyone drowned at the 
rite known as “Faison's Plea- 
sure.” Bare scholars have ling- 
ered there on the sunlit banks of 
foe CherwcU River, discussing 
poetry and Plato for 300 years. 
Birt foe university, its owner since 
1865, says it cannot afford the 
ufeguard and “the bathing place 
was closed.” a spokeswoman con- 
firmed. "it was also considered 
inappropriate," she added. “The 
spot is oik of foe most beautiful 
on the Cherwel] and should be 
open to everybody." The area 
was screened on all sides except 
where it faced the river. Ladies 
passng by in punts, the flat- 
bottomed boats preferred by re- 
laxing students, were advised to 
chsembark and walk round, re- 
embarking beyond the languid 
scene. 


Wallet in cheat 
pocket saves dentist 
from bullet 
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